Go ogle 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : / /books . google . com/ 



FOR 



MISSIONARIES 



AFTEE TH£ 



APOSTOLICAL SCHOOL. 



FOR 

MISSIONARIES 

AFTEtt THE 

APOSTOLICAL SCHOOL, 

A SERIES OF ORATIONS. 



IN FOUR PARTS. 



I. THE DOCTRINE. 

II. THE EXPEKIHENT. 



By thb Rbv. EDWARD IRVING, A.M. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR 

HAMILTON, ADAMS, AND CO. 

PATERNOSTER ROW. 

1826. 



III. TH£ ARGUMENT. 

IV. THE DUTY. 

y 



B. fiBNSLBYi BOLT-C^Wft Ft.fiBT-STJt£BT. 



PART FIRST. 



V 



THE DOCTRINE, 

IN THREE ORATIONS. 



NklVAJtB COILECE LIBRARY 



DEDICATION. 



TO 

SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE, Esq. 



MY DEAR AND HONOURED FRIEND, 

Unknown as you are, in the true character 
either of your mind or of your heart, to the 
greater part of your countrymen, and misre* 
presented as your works have been, by those 
who have the ear of the vulgar, it will seem 
wonderful to many that I should make choice 
of you, from the circle of my friends, to dedi* 
cate to you these beginnings of my thoughts 
upon the most important subject of these or 
any times. And when I state the reason to be, 
that you have been more profitable to my faith 
in orthodox doctrine, to my spiritual understand- 
ing of the Word of God, and to my right con- 
ception of the Christian Church, than any or 
all of the men with whom I have entertained 
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friendship and conversation, it will perhaps still 
more astonish the tnindj and stagger the belief j 
of those who have adopted, as once I did myself, 
the misrepresentations which are purchased 
for a hire and vended for a price, concerning 
your, character and works* You have only to 
shut your ear to what they ignorantly say of you, 
and earnestly to meditate the deep thoughts 
with which you ai*e snslinctj ftnd give them a 
suitable body and form that they may Hve, then 
silently commit tliem to the good sense of ages 
yet to come, in order to be ranked hereafter 
amongst the most gifted sages and greatest 
benefactors of your country. Enjoy and oc- 
cupy the quiet which, after many trials* the 
providence of God hath bestowed upon you, in 
the bosom of your friends ; and may you be 
spared until you have made known the multi- 
tude of your thoughts^ unto those who at pre- 
sent value, or shall hereafter arise to value^ 
their worth, 

1 have partaken so much high intellectual 
enjoyment from being admitted into the close 
and familiar intercourse with which you have 
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honoured me, and your many conversations 
concerning the revelations of the Christian 
faith have been so profitable to me in every 
sense, as a student and a preacher of the Gos- 
pel, as a spiritual man and a Christian pastor, 
and your high intelligence and great learning 
have at all times so kindly stooped to my ignor- 
ance and inexperience, that not merely with 
the affection of friend to friend, and the honour 
due from youth to experienced age, but with 
the gratitude of a disciple to a wise and gener- 
ous teacher, of an anxious inquirer to the good 
man who hath helped him in the way of truth, 
I do now presume to offer you the first-fruits 
of my mind since it received a new impulse to- 
wards truth, and a new insight into its depths, 
from listening to your discourse. Accept them 
in good part, and be assured that however in- 
significant in themselves, they are the offering 
of a heart which loves your heart, and of a 
mind which looks up with reverence to your 
mind. 

EDWARD IRVING. 
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Having been requested by the London Mis- 
sionary Sojcibty to preach upon the occasion 
of their last anniversary^ I willingly com- 
plied, without much thought of what I was 
imdertaking ; but when I came to reflect upon 
the sacredness and importance of the cause 
given into my hands, and the dignity of the 
audience before which I had to discourse^ it 
seemed to my conscience that I had under- 
taken a duty full of peril and responsibility, for 
which I ought to prepare myself with every 
preparation of the mind and of the spirit. To 
this end, retiring into the quiet and peaceful 
country 5 among a society of men devoted to 
every good and charitable work, I searched 
the Scriptures in secret ; and in their pious 
companies conversed of the convictions which 
were secretly brought to my mind concerning 
the Missionary work. And thus^ not without 
much prayer to God and self-devotion, I medi- 
tated those things which I delivered in public 
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before the reverend and pious men who had 
honoured me with so great a trust 

At that time I had no design whatever of 
giving to my thoughts any wider publicity, and 
was prepared to resist any application which 
might haply be made to me to do so ; but an 
application presented itself from a quarter 
which I was not prepared to resist^ — my own 
sjnipalhic^i with a hcarl-hrokcu widow^ the 
%viflo\v ul JouN Smith^ the Missionary, who 
iuid died in prison under a sentence of death, 
whit h the good sense and good feeling of 
England united in pronouncing to be unjust. 
Inasmuch as he suffered unjustly, I viewed him 
ps a martyr J though condemned > like his Lord, 
witli a show of law. And being unable in anj 

tb^r way to testify my sense of his injuries, 
and my feeling of the duty of the Christian 
Church to support his widow, I resolved that I 
would do so by devoting to her use this fruit of 
piy mind and spirit Thus moved, I gave no- 
tice that I would publish the discourse, and 

ive the proceeds of the sale into her hands. 
When again I came to meditate upon this 
^econd engagement which I had come under, 
and took into consideration the novelty of the 
doctrine which I was about to promulgate, I 
pet myself to examine the whole subject anew, 



and opened my ear to every objection which I 
could hear from any quarter, nothing repelled 
by the uncharitable constructions and ridiculous 
account which was often rendered of my views. 
Tlie effect of which was to convince me that 
the doctrine which I had advanced was true, 
but of so novel and unpalatable a character, 
that if it was to do any good 3 or even to live, it 
must be brought before the public with a more 
minute investigation of the Scriptures, and 
fuller development of reason, than could be 
contained within the compass df a single dis- 
course. To give it this more convincing and 
more living form^ was the occupation of my 
little leisure from pastoral and miuistenalduties, 
rendered still less, during the summer months, 
by the indiiFerence of my bodily health. And 
it was not until the few weeks of rest and re* 
creation which I enjoyed in the autumn, that I 
was able to perceive the true form and full ex- 
tent of the argument which is necessary to 
make good my position, Which things I men- 
tion, in order to explain the delay which has 
taken place in the publication. 

The doctrine^ of which I have convinced * 
myself out of the Scriptures, and which I pro- 
pose by the grace of God to demonstrate and 
commend, in a series of Orations, is contained 



in the tenth chapter of Matthew, the s' 
chapter of Mark, the ninth and tenth chapters 
of Luke ; which tejrt I have prefixed to the work 
under the name of The Mission art CHAJt- 
TznJ' Tlie twelve apostles and seventy dis-. 
ciples, acting upon this commission^ I eonsider 
as a schoo) of Missionaries^ from which we 
should take the character of the Missionai^'j 
the nature of his quahfications^ and the me- 
thods of his proceeding, with the same exact- 
ness with which we take the character of a 
pastor and the nature of his duties, the charac- 
ter of it private Christian and the nature of his 
fhities, from the other constitutions of the Lord 
anti his Apostles : and under this conviction, I 
have entitled my work, Foe Missionaries 

AFTEE TUB APOSTOLICAI. ScHOOl/^ Of hoW 

many Orations the work will consist^ I am not 
itble at present to determine, but the plan of, 
it, as well as the occasion,- is fully contained in 
the Introduction, which I have entitled The 
Occasion and Method of the Okations/* 
This if* the age of expediency, both in the 
('1 lurch fuid out of the Church ; and all insti- 
tutions are modelled upon the principles of ex- 
pediency, and carried into effect by the rules 
of prudence, 1 remember, in this metropolis, 
to have heai'd it uttered with great applause i 



a public meeting, where the heads and leaders 
of the religious world were present, If I were 
asked what vras the hrst qualification for a Mis- 
sionary, I would say^ prudence ; and what the 
second ? Prudence ; and what the third ? still 1 
would answer, Prudence/^ I trembled while I 
heard, not with indignation but with horror 
and apprehension, what the end would be of 
a spirit which I have since found to be the 
presiding genius of our activity, the ruler of 
the ascendant* Now^ if I read the eleventh 
chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews, 
I find that from the time of Abel to the time 
of Christ, it was by faith that the cloud of wit- 
nesses witnessed their good confession and so 
mightily prevailed ; wliich faith is there defined 
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen ; whereas prudence or ex^ 
pedieticy is the substance of things present, the 
evidence of things seen, S^that faith and 
prudence are opposite poles in the soul, the 
one attracting to it all tbings spiritual and di- 
vine, the other all things sensual and earthy. 
This expediency hath banished the soul of 
patriotic eloquence from our senate, the spirit 
of high equity from our legislation, self-deny- 
ing wisdom from our philosophy, and of our 
poetry it Iiath dipt the angel wing and forced 
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it to creep aloiii; the earth. And if we look 
not to it, it will strangle faith and make void 
the reality of the things wliich are not seen^ 
which are the only things that are real and 
cannot be removed. Money, money, money, 
is the universal cry. Mammon hath gotten 
the victory, and may say triumphantly (nay, he 
may keep silence and the servants of Chiist 
wiU say it for him), Without me ye can do 
nothing/^ 

This evil bent of prudence to become tlie 
death of all ideal and invisible things, whether 
poetry, sentiment, heroism, disinterestedness, 
or faith, it is the great prerogative of religious 
faith to withstand, because religious faith is the 
only form of the ideal which hath the assurance 
from heaven of a present blessing and an ever- 
lasting reward. Poetry is a texider delicate 
plant, wliich seeketh solitary culture, and ill 
endureth the rough handling of utility. And 
sentiment is a flower which vanisheth into 
beautiful colours and sweet odours, that mo- 
ment it is placed by the side of politics and 
economics and chrestomathics, and such other 
thistle-likc productions of the mind, (it indeed 
they belong not rather to the sense). And 
heroism and patriotism and virtue and other 
forms of disinterestedness, having no exchan^"- 
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able value in the market- placcj must keep at 
home in books or be shown only in family 
circles, like the antiquated dresses of our grand- 
fathers and grandmothersj with whom the 
things so named were in fashion. But fitiih is 
born to brave contempt ^ to defy power^ to bear 
persecution;, and endure the loss of all things. 
And in doing so, faith will overthrow the idol 
of expediency, and recover those heavenly and 
angelic forms of the natural maUj — ^poetry, 
sentiment^ honour, patriotism, and virtue^ — 
whicif the worihippe^i^^ of the idol have offered 
at the idol's shrine. 

And truth will not retaliate upon prudence the 
evil aim which she hath bent against her and all 
her daughters : but^ upon the other hand^ will 
bestow even upon prudence a heavenly form. 
For faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
and therefore is ever looking onward ; it is the 
evidence of things nnseenj and is therefore ever 
looking beyond the present. Futurity is its 
dwelling-place- And, therefore, as it grows in 
the soul, it makes it full of forecast and con- 
sideration. And forecast and consideration 
being in the soul^ it must be prudent, provi- 
dent and prudent, with a true wisdom, which^ 
making its calculations for eternity, applies 
iem also to time. Hence it is written, that 
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godliness hath tJic prooiise of the life that now 
is, as well as of the life that is to come. Hence, 
also, the moment you make a poor man reli- 
gious, yon make him soher and economical and 
prudent- Hence, also, the most faithful and 
religious nation upon the earth, is also themos 
prudent and prosperous on the earth. So that 
prudence J in the end, will grow upon tliat 
same stem whereon grow poetry ^ sentiment, 
honour, patriotism, virtue, and every other 
form of invisible truth, — upon the stem of that 
tree whose leaves are for the healing of the 
nations. 

If you thus make a stand for the dignity of 
fViilh alone, and show, out of the Scriptures, 
what in all ages it hath accomplished for the 
well-being of man, in the teeth of expediency 
and power and wealth, by no ministry or help 
but that of all-prevailing truth ; lo ! even the 
faithful rise upon you like locusts and cry. 
But these Scripture-men had miracles, and 
were the mighty power of God ; what are we 
that we should liken ourselves to them ? They 
have their refuge in the physical power of a 
miracle,— another form of the doctrine of ex- 
pediency, which must have a solution of every 
difficulty from the visible. The consistency o 
the Christian doctrine with everlasting truth is 



nothing ; the more than chivalrous, the divine 
ifatrepidity and disinterestedness of its teachers 
is nothing; the response of every conscience 
to the word of the preacher is nothing ; the 
promise of God's Spirit is nothing; it is all 
to be resolved by the visible work, the out- 
ward show of a niiracle. This was the only 
point on which the Gospel came into contact 
with the visible ; and expediency having cor- 
rupted the mind of this age, to look for the 
cause and effect of every thing in the visible, 
they at t>nce cry out with one voice, The 
Gospel owed its success in the first ages wholly 
to this, or to this almost wholly ; but for 
us we must accommodate ourselves to the 
absence of these supernatural means, and 
go about the work in a reasonable prudent 
way, if we would succeed in it; calculate it as 
the merchant does an adventure ; set it forth 
as the statesman doth a colony; raise the ways 
and means within the year, and expend them 
within the year; and so go on as long as we 
can get our accounts to balance. 

Into this exaggeration of miracles, out of 
which I foresee the chief objection to the 
doctrine of the Orations now published, I 
enter not further at present, having the whole 
subject before me in the next head of dis- 
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course^ to which I shall address myself as soon 
as leisure is afforded me, and in which I shall 
do my endeavour to put the question of the 
primitive success of the Gospel upon its proper 
basis, — ^the character of the doctrine and the 
character of the preachers of the doctrine. The 
Jews required a sign (that is, miracles), and the 
Greeks sought after wisdom, but it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe. 

This unfounded reference of every tiling pe- 
culiar to the primitive times, to the influence 
of miracles, not only draws an impassable gulf 
betwixt our sympathies and the actions of 
Christ and the Apostles, making their example 
of little or none effect, but it hath brought in 
the notice that certain offices have altogether 
ceased in the Church; and to many cradled 
in these current ideas, it will seem little short 
of blasphemy in me to have referred the mo- 
dem Missionaries to the Apostles as their only 
patterns. And the same horror would Arise 
in pious minds, if I were to say that the 
preacher here .at home is no other office 
than that of the ancient prophet to the land 
of Israel. And yet both these positions I 
have the hardihood to assert, and hope to 
be able to demonstrate to the Church. Those 
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five offices mentioned by the Apostle in the 
Epistle to tlie Ephesians, apostles^ pro- 
pUetSj evangelists, pastors^ and teachers/' are 
not offices for a time but for all times, denoting 
the five great divisions of duty necessary for the 
prosperity of the Church; apostles/' those 
sent out to preach the Gospel unto the people 
who know it not ; prophets," those who are 
to prophesy in the midst of the people who 
know it but obey it not, to call them to repent- 
ance^ and to read out their doom if they repent 
not ; evangelists/^ those who are to build up 
in knowledge and faith, comfort and charity, 
those who alreatly do believe the Gospel ; 

pastors," those who are shepherds over a 
flock, and guide every one in the way, teaching 
them from house to house, and communing 
with their souls; teachers,^* or doctors, whose 
office, according to the second book of the Dis- 
ciphne of tbe Church of Scotland, is to open 
up the mind of the Spirit of God in the Scrip- 
tures, simply, without such application as the 
ministers use, to the end that the faithful may 
be instructed, and sound doctrine taught, and 
that the purity of the Gospel be not corrupted 
through ignorance or evil opinions/' These 
five oliices ai'ise out of the everlasting neces- 
sities of the Church. When there are no Hea- 
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then^ the apostolic office wfll decease; when 
there are no luke-warm, back-sliding, or rebd- 
licm hearers and professors of the troth, the 
prophetic office will cease ; and when there are 
no peculiar prejudices of igncHunce, or heresies 
of €9rror, or learned oppositions, the office of the 
doctCM* will cease ; and then there will be no 
need save of the evangelist and the pastor. But 
a# this bright period is remote, and the Heathen 
abound upon the earth, and those who have 
but a name to live abound in Christendom, 
and afanost every learned man is a professed or 
diiguised disbeliever and gainsajer, these of- 
fices must continue to exist, and officers must 
arise to bear them, whether they assume the 
name or not ; otherwise the Church will con- 
tract her limits, and grow full of spots and 
wrinkles and blemishes and corruptions. The 
miraculous endowments of all these offices have 
ceased^ because there is no longer any occa* 
sion for them (the external healings, which 
were like fruit before the harvest, being super- 
seded by the fruits of health and blessedness, 
which the Gospel hath produced, not upon in- 
dividuals, but upon nations and generations ; 
the internal powers of understanding and dis- 
course being superseded by the thing under* 
stood and discoursed of, which we have in the 
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witings of the Apostles), The niiraciiloiis gifts, 
whether external or internal^ have brought 
themselves to an end ; but I he use and purpose 
of these offices as surely remain as the use and 
purpose of the evangelical minister and the 
faithful pastor remain. And if our Churches 
were in full possession of the Spirit of Christ, 
they would order themselves and their opera^ 
tions after these five divisions of I lie Christian 
ministry. Indeed, they are beginning to do so 
imperceptibly. Every Church and body of 
dissenters have already reconstituted the apos- 
tolic office in the Missionary; the office of the 
preaclier or prophet is also beginning to sepa- 
rate from the office of pastor in our great cities 
(pity that it were at the expense of the latter), 
and the office of evangelist is well sustained by 
what are called the evangelical clergy (pity that 
they did not address themselves also to the 
pastoral and prophetic offices) ; the doctors 
should be in the universities and schools of 
learning, as is well set forth in the fifth chapter 
of the second book of Discipline ; and, for pas- 
tors, they are to be found, still in ancient sim- 
plicity and faithfulness, in many parishes of 
the North, Whether it be possible for one 
man to discharge these four offices of the 
Churchy I know not; bxit this I knoW;, that 



PJIKFACS. 



any one of them is a sufficient field for the 
facultieB and energies of the most able and 
active man. 

Into these matters of ecclesiastical poUty it 
meiy be thought out of place to have entered 
bere^ but it is important to have communicated 
in this shoit and simple way the leading idea 
of this discourse concerning doctrine^ which 
)S intended to bring back the Missionary to 
the Apostolical office, to restore the .Gospel- 
jVfe^enger to his dignity of place, to give 
him back his charter and prerogative, to de- 
liver him into the liberty of bis office out of 
the hands of whomsoever would enthral it, to 
make him the servant of our common Lord, 
the dependent of our common Father, the 
n}ouUi and voice of pur common Spirit, subor- 
dinate to nothing upon the earth save tlie 
authority of the Church which ordained him, 
aqd the law of the; Gospel verity. Though 
published sepaiately, in order to redeem my 
pledge to the public and gratify the feeling 
out of which the pledge was given, it con- 
tains a full developement of the Missionary 
Constitution and a demonstration of its per- 
petuity^ and therefore is complete in itself, 
though only a fragment of the whole discourse ; 
which I shall be the better able to address to 
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Be Conditions of tlie present time, when I shall 
have gathered the judgment of the Churches 
upon the doctrine, through their several puhlic 
organs of opinion, 

Nowj if the members and managers of Mis- 
sionary Societies think that I entertain towards 
them any feelings but those of brotherhood in 
the work in which they labour, they deceive 
themselves and disbelieve my declarations. It 
is amongst the pleasantest recollections of my 
early years, that in my youth their cause was 
the subject of my prayers and the end of my 
secret savings ; that many years before I reached 
man's estate, I was chosen the manager of one 
of the country Bible Societies, and one of the 
country Missionary Societies of Scotland ; that 
I afterwards filled the office of secretary to the 
two chief Societies in the most populous city 
of Scotland ; in all which offices I had the ap- 
probation of the Societies entered on their 
minutes. And it is now a continual subject of 
regret to me, that the duties of the ministerial 
and pastoral office, to which 1 am ordained, 
leave me no time for serving their most noble 
cause, otherwise than by the silent and secret 
meditation of these iniwortlty thoughts. That 
I consider their plans imperfect and immature, 
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is, I trast,* no more than they do themselves'. 
That I search tlie Scriptures for light, is, I 
trinst, no more than they do themselves. That 
I make known to others the knowledge which 
IS revealed unto my mind, is no more than they 
do in every one of their publications. There- 
fore, let them take me to be, as indeed I am, a 
true friend to the work in which they are en- 
gaged ; and let them judge^me in the spirit of 
love, not of bitterness or strife. 

My desire and prayer for every Missionary 
Society which is embodied, for every Mission 
which is undertaken, for every Missionary who 
adventures from the bosom of his home, for the 
sake of the Gospel of Christ and the salvation 
of the unbelieving nations, is, that they may 
prosper to the ends of the earth. If I forget 
them in my prayers, private and public, may 
my right hand forget her cunning ; if I fail to 
contribute my mite to their support, may the 
Lord's providence cease to provide for me and 
mine. Nay, but more, I will think for their 
sake, and meditate my inmost thoughts for 
their success. My mind, as well as my soul 
belongeth to Christ, my Creator and Re- 
deemer, and unto his cause they are due 
and, are devoted. And in this spirit I do 
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now pray to Him, to save or destroy, to 
prosper or blast, these first fruits of many 
thoughts, according as they are fitted to ad- 
vance or to retard the glory of His great 
name. 

EDWARD IRVING. 

Caledonian Church, 
January y 1825. 







THE 

MISSIONARY CHARTER; 

OR, 

Messiah's instructions to the first missionaries, 

BEING the GJIOUND-WORK 07 THE YOLLOWING ORATIONS. 
MATTHBW, CHAP. X. VER. 5— -42. 

These twelre Jesus sent fi>rth, and commanded them, saying, 
^0 not into the way of the Oentiles, and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not. But go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of 
hearen is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise tha 
dead, cast out devils : freely ye have received, freely give. Pro- 
vide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass, in your purses ; nor scrip 
for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves^ 
(for the workman is worthy of his meat.) And into whatsoever 
city or town ye shall enter, inquire who in it is worthy ; and 
there abide till ye go thence. And when ye come into an house, 
^lute it. And if the house be worthy, let your peace come 
upon it : but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. 
And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when 
ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your 
feet. Verily I say unto you. It shall be more tolerable for the 
land^ Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day of judgment, than 
for that city. Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of 
wolves : be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 
But beware of men : for they will deliver you up to the councils, 
and they will scourge you in their synagogues.. And ye shall 
be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testi- 
mony against them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver 
you up, take no diought how or what ye shall speak: for it 
shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For 
It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of yomr Father which 
fpeaketh in you. And the brother shall deliver the Inrother to 
deaths and the father the child : and the diildren shall rise up 
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against their parents, and cause tbem to be put to death. And 
ye shall be bated of all men for my name's sake: but he that 
endureth to the end shall be ssaVed. But when they persecute 
you in this cil^ fl^^^intflL another: JFor Vjorily I say ni^o you. 
Ye shall not iafegone t>^r the idties of hrael, tin the ^on of 
man be come. The disciple js not above his master, nor the 
servant above his lord. It is enough for the disciple that he be 

• ^ Im master, anid the 'senranf as hi6 l6rd. If- they hare cstttid 

• the iBMer ef tiie hous« Beehtebid}, how amck moie ^aU ^uy 
call them of his household ? Fear them not therefore : for there 
is nothing cofeM^ ihat ffaall not be fevealed;.a]id hid, that shall 
not be known. What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in 
lig^: and "what ye hear in the ear, that preadi ye upon^the 
2l|9ii)»Mxip«. Aad £b««r npt them Yt^iich kill the body, butare ntt 
: j^kh kill the :soiil but rather {eaf him which is able to destmiy 

80i4.:aQA'l^y in bejlL Are not two spanows sold fcnria 
cibrthing ? and one of thcon . shall -not fall on the grpund without 
- y<Atr Aether. But thi^ v^ hairs of your head are all numbered* 
c Fear y^ not therejGwre ; ye are of more value than many sparrowv. 
; Wha«oe¥or therefore shall cfiofess me before men, him will J 

• 9^669 aJso before my. Father which is in heaven. But w1mi- 
; soever #hall deny me b^re men, him will I also deny before 

Father which h in heaven. Think not Uiat I am come to sesfi 
peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I 
ana come to set a man at variance against his &Uier, and the 
daughter against the mother, and the daughter-in-law against 

• her mother^inrlaw. And a man's foes shall be they of his own 
. household. He that Ipveth father or mother more than me, is 
not wYNTthy of me : and he that loveth son or daughter mone 
than me, k not worthy of me. And he that taketh net his cross 
and foUowedi' after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth 
his life shall lose it : and he that kseCh his life for my sake 
ish|dl find i^ . He that receiveth you rcmveth me; and huB 
.thatrficeiveth me receiveth him ^at sent me. He that receivetfa 
•A prophet, in the name of a prophet, shall receive a prophetjs 
'tewmn() ; and ke that receiveth a lighteous man, in the name 
4|f .a rti^itootts -man, shall receive a righteous man's reward. 
: And whofoeirfy shall gnre to* dcmk unto^ one of these little ones 
.aeup>e£cQld;wa^ only in the Dameof a disc^y. verily I say 
. luito'yoU) he shaU io np wise lo|K^ 
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j^i^ the^lfilvMjMH^o^ tnini9try;iiay€^b)i|d(sred{Tiils l^before^a'^ 
yith; tba.: amB«^:4>Wi^»i^,;|fy^^^^ 

. ^ichjable piigi^ters h^ye^uiiJi btacJ^atHbsl^dv 
J fiad ta whk^ ^^^^ wkhiq tlie jUiidliiisi¥e 4^ 

.&re,^o les^ H^cessiary JiH; ^h^ T^ra^u>Wpe of 
^my omu piindi tfaf^n: it jj^ etiqpedient for th0 i^dift- 
rcatipn of t]HS :QBl^g]pk|t6iied ^dApidlittAVcaoYfi- 

r§ii|[ipti0li' to fidify *w(|^h) ,;t)|«t{{ ^hotidd w^ttate , ^ . 

'^ha^Joad^K^ 

'i|ni|^,m$ w4^^^ 0,^A mhvt ii the 

(Q^fjij^re <)f ««fy fl09)|B4sgiQ^ mtut 
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The high and seated dignity which this so- 
ciety hath attained in the judgment of the 
Christian church, and the weighty and w^ell' 
earned reputation which it hath obtained^ not 
in Christendom alone, but over the widest . 
bounds of the habitable earth, relieve its ail^M 
vocate from the dangerous office of eulogy^ 
and panegyric, whicli he may safely leave to ^ 
the isles and the inhabitants thereof, to | 
the wilderness and the cities thereof, to the 
villages whicK Kedar doth inhabit^ and to thafli 
tenants of the tock," Its labours alsoj ano^ 
the labours of its servants, on every foreign 
shore, its blessed toil among the barbarous people 
with the fruits thereof, the sufferings and deaths 
of its true and trusty messengeiB, or their retUi 
in godly triumph, attended with the spoils 
idolatry and crowned with the olive crown 
peace, their gifts of tongues, and their inter 
pretations of tongues, all the pious rehearsa 
of its story, with the pleasing task of justifying, 
approving^ and applauding its various pro* 
ceedings, he may likewise decline to touch, 
as rightfully belonging to another place and 
to another meeting, expressly set apart for 
that more secular end* Holy assemblies, like 
this, which are opened and concluded with 
praise and prayer, and wherein a minister of 
the blessed Gospel is called to discourse from 
the Word of God, before the Patrons, PresU 
dentSj Guardians, Office-bearers and Friends of 
the Missionary Cause, ought to be taken up 
with hii^her and more sacred discourse than 
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praising of men, or the npholding of man's im- 
perfect works- The preacher hath before him 
the spiritual counsellors of the heathen^ the 
propagatoiB of the faith of Christ ; who> being 
conscious of tbeir insufficiency for such a 
trust J ami knowing how they are liable to de- 
cay, and fail under the difficulties of spiritual 
woric, if not refreshed from the everlasting 
fountain of life and truth, judge it wise 
(and most wise surely it is,) to select from the 
churches ordained ministers of Christy who may 
discourse to them freely and largely upon the 
.cause which they have set their hearts and 
strengthened their hands to carry fonvard- 
For such an end they place him in the chair of 
verity, and put into his hands the oracles of 
Godj and without let or hinderance or instruc- 
tions of any kind, they say. Brother, as thou 
hast freely received, to us freely bestow of the 
gift that is given unto thee. 

Now, at any time, it is a high commission whkh is a 
"or a frail mortal to publish the Gospel of^ ^ ^[^°^ 
hrist, and be should seek for his soul every ^rm* 
ions help; but to counsel the eounsellors, to 
judge the judfjes, and prophesy to one of the 
great witnesses of the church, is an overwhelm- 
ing duty, whose approach I have long dreaded, 
as of a mountain-billow which threatened to 
overwhelm my scarce sea-worthy bark; and 
ow that it is at hand I scarce can summon 
trength to face it, or know how to steer 
hrough it safely. God be my help ! I have 
ardly proved the armour of this warfare, before 



9^ ramumamoMtem jmmrvsls^ AMMtti. iMOiHS 

but; attflLlfieijuM€fiDbled c{im|>4 Tltb*blii^iM%i 
too ^reat,taiid[o{i|irdftetk 
Ope, lik^ 4Qie pirophet Jonah^ fo^m^e^lmlA^ttlb; 
message ^ith '^vdbiieh my 6[Mrit 'i» K>pjpM6m&y ' 
vFefe'4here::iiot u beavy-^woe denmmedtit uli^tt ' 
efaary: prophet who thuDoeth ta^ dfeekr^ €bl^> 
v^dhe comiBel «of ^ To \^4rich call being 
obadieui, the call 4^ 4 higher aathtlrity HMr ' 
the kadete tif the liost/atid the ailsenildedi^ 
cawp» civea'of bim anlter whd8e^^otittil rib<» * 
the^woric procee(k«h, iafce iii^ Hlj^f ' 
canraga to deelara that which I- 'htiv« ioH^ ^ 
a^ipiBheiided, which, ki Goli'^ woixli rha^fewelt "^ 
coaaidered, and where^i have endeal^onried 16- 
beiwell assuced. : ' * ■ - ' 

Like to -in iCMting about to diacoTer in what "way-'t ^ 
no^ici^' niight atrengtben my spirit io this^ high oc*#i^ 
curiTthe sifib, andift what atyle it became fne to addre«iFi 
wst^of^ this very grave and jfeverend assembly, and 
the hurc g^jj^jjjg coonscl 'of the Lofd; it pleai^ed him 
- to- recalL to jny .^aftind :three ihtitanoes-in^'the^^ 
* - rh'vstory ofrtheiChorch, wherein fai^^fakbfi^^l^^^ 
voat^ hav.e been, called to beai^^stim^qy^belb^ J 
aastimblies cfaaithedtwith;8liili hi^hidrdigtHty>i«i^ 
importance than tkiB befofe^ M^hich I how - ad^ - 
1. The djlMi myself lb .speaks • The; $tsl, that 'gfki^ I 
sy^of'^ aMeOdbly : mhibh: iCbrist^om hath: e<?ts#: s^v,^ 
jenmiem. iji^jbereioi lilt ApoBtles.aftd fildws witbtho Holy > 
Qboat imetcin Jerastflran^o consider faW fiur^i 
the Gentiles.w^re'tfiibe bound by tiie tirdln^eel ^ 
ofi Masds. : j Applying idyadf ht^sbly 4d teat^ 
f^.tlj^iaflJ]Mrio£Al^ 



TBE OC€i:SiaN AKD METHOD OF THE ORATIONSC^ 



9 



have a particular account in the fifteenth chap- 
ter of the AciSi I perceived tlmt Peter and^ 
James, Apostlej though they wefe, and in* 
spired of the Holy Ghost, framed their dis*^ 
eourse with a diligent reference to Scripture aiid' 
to their own experience ; that Paul and Bar- 
nabas for their argumetit gave a simple narra-^ 
HvO iof what God had wrought among the Gen- 
tiles by their hand ; and that every speaker 
abstained froui words of policy^ addres^j and 
worldly wisdom; insomuch, that there is found 
in the whole proceedings of that assembly, 
neither obsequionsness, nos eulogy^ nov idle 
words of apology, uor general comraendationa* 
of the work ; but throughout, a devout spirit, 
deliberative wisdom, plain-spoken discourse^' 
and a steady application to the matter in 
hand. * 

The second instance which came opportunei y 2. ne 
to my mind while deliberating of this exigency [XJeX 
ill which I am placed, was ttom tlie times of ^'^^^,^"^ 
the Reformation of Englandj when the godly cii at the 
Edward, and the Protector, with the chief tSonT*" 
statesmen and oHice-bearers of the realm, were ^"^^"^ 
wont to hear the master spirits of the Pro- 
testant faith discourse before tbem. On which 
high occasioos these men, who, next to the 
Apostles, w^erethe best Missionaries that Chris - 
tendom hath seen, valiant men and true, who 
sealed their testhnony with their blood, thought 
it beside their holy office to eulogize the most 
gracious youth that ever filled a throne ^ since 
the days of good Josiaiu; and tliey held it he^ 
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neath their office to smooth doifn the stem 
aod ruj^gcd voice of truth to the ear of the 
priQceg and politicians who sat in state before 
them ; but like prophete arisen from the dead 
(and what are Christian preachers but the pro* 
phets of the New Dispensation), they fulfilled 
their office by thundering into the eai^ of kiii^^ 
and peers^ of courtietu and men of war, the reli- 
gious necessities of the realm, and the religious 
duties of the rulers of the realm ; for, as you 
may still see by the writings of Ridley and La^ 
timer, and Gilpin^ there were in the discourses 
which they held^ no panegyrics of the work 
of reformation yet imperfectly done, no idle com- 
mendatiotis of the labourers in the woti^j but 
rebukes of hungry courtiers, and hollow-hearted 
friends of the cause, pictures of an ignorant 
and famished people^ enumerations of the reli- 
gious wants and abuses of the realm, plans of 
spiritual and charitable undertakings, with a 
restless urgency towards the high mark of a 
people's thorough reformation. And sermons 
such as these were fruitful things, as the noble 
foundation of Christ'ss Hospital doth testify^ 
which was the offspring of one of these fearless- 
pleadings for the sake of truth. 

The last instance, by the authority of which 
I embolden myself to the undertaking of this 
discourse, is derived from a quarter to which I, 
at Ieast» and I trust all judicious and charit- 
able Christians along with me^ look with like 
satisfaction as to the other two, — the church 
from whose members one of the least worthy 
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hath been chosen this night to hold forth to you 
the word of truth. The national assembly of the 
Kirk of Scotland, — ^which is by far the most 
venerable relict of ecclesiastical dignity, a sort 
of house of commons to the Church of Christ, 
and which ere this time would have wrought 
out for the religious rights of man whatever 
the House of Commons hath for his civil rights, 
had not the strong and villain hand of power 
brought in Patronage against the Claim of 
Rights and the solemnest faith of treaties, — 
that assembly (whose pious labour, now 
about to commence, may the Lord bless !) 
doth never sit down to deliberate upon the 
grave matters committed to its trust without 
§r»t appointing one of the Brethren to dis* 
coui^se before it from the Word of God, Upon 
which occasion the preachers, of whom I have 
heard many, do never, even in these dege- 
nerate days of pulpit liberty^ condescend to 
flattery of the learned, reverend» and noble 
personages before them, nor to empty eulogies 
of the church ; but, as beseemetli the minister 
of truth and the chair of verity, they maintain 
a grave and serious discourse upon the high 
matters for which the ecclesiastical estate of 
the nation is assembled, and give forth with 
authority the Doctrine^ Reproof^ Correction, 
and Instruction in righteousuess, for which 
U Scripture is given by the inspiration of 
od, and for the promulgation of which 
his office of the ministry is maintained on the 



Of which f Whk^ tlu'^tf kiBteiicfe^^ 9g0i{ 

^tZ^ new* Afl$ei»bHe* of tbii iQhurtAicif &H)tiim*cf?< 

Itwaa hi ; doubt Jbndmuohr difmay^ f^ncei3Ma'g> 
tlifit'vlnck/I.ihid (Wde^^ I ire^lvfe4 
eetMiahmff: feeit) ufNxn itiiem asi ^upcml il fa%tr€id» 

af»t]DN^tgr*atI^t]Mra;Uhhi^ob^^ Ird^gt^j 
he jmthhd to fipmkjat thid tii9e,;iq ji^at ^pfoliit 
aDdfeorleii .f^tyle) w vfibuk^ they, ttall4k1g^i^^ 

said unto my^lf :. Thopg]^. 94i3«ipiifi^> 
Soei^as jrf * ihvB liMict we)?« a^pc^i^ei^ ^witbipr. 
these nifaUsi tlmfi wolidiinot ft)P» ; 1^ gWl^e ? w«x 
asdenjbly: jaa ths^t, wlncli^ ^ip^t . ia : J et'UMiWt «»> 
tiii(:|iriiiiit(ii^ertwieas jaeitber hutlpi .w#]^ ioiii;- 
wjkiQll>tlKQ^y :tt'ei^t0red ypln®rpw4^ tp^b^^at grofd^I 
ayWojdsbM-tJb^BeforaMifiiooicf :Sngla9d>rt¥hiS9r^: 
tlie :Misfii!Ma^:WQdfd is ^bnfeiQNde of tbe^ i^hildirena ;: 
and ttU9> mmiA)hf, .imwfiN6f 'mi^ea'0pd^ k>DpiK r 
yet ao^iveftfii^life a3 ^h^ ^^ait dQllb^rojiive^Mtti 

ai^iurkm Wii maiot^rinied tjbie l^ar iwd, dii^eji-i^ 

ndty tiiriraiijsav^d tJb real}fc&o0i^th«iaiiflie4i>aM^ 

nor serve 

^l^t^LftomtkB:m:m^ feairte^.:di3*l«»atftw»^ili*it; 
sdeoMb ito wdirigJSifci.J.'WiU B^t 911^ tejhott^;^ > 
inkd that^ia mQmyhg^h^i^^ni » Woriicyaareef t 
of an advocate of institutions^ however g^pdtj 
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or a wmshipper of mortal meiij however excels 
lent ; but I will be a teacher of the Gospel, and 
publisher of the praise of Ghrist^ and livill not 
iin to deliver the whole counsel of God, upon 
this all-important matter of the Missionary^ 
Work : and I will speak it with the more plain^ - 
ness because the heads and leaders thereof are 
now before me, that haply the Lord may carry 
the principles, which I am about to deduce from 
his holy word, into the Court and Citadel of this 
great and glorious cause, to which our country* 
n, ever forward and ever foremost in a good 
orky have set their shoulder, resolved to maifi'-^* 
tain it unto the death. ■ 
But when I took to myself this higfh com- 

^ \ hold Mfii- 

niission of counselling the coutiselloi"s, and siahVm- 
judging the judges of this great undertaking, to ihe°°* 
I besought the Lord, tliat he woidd cast out JZt^t"" 
all thoughts and conclusions which had their 

, , ♦ ♦ * complete 

origin in myself, all fears and apprehensions gwide<if the 
which came in from other quart el's, and that WOTiTa^ 
he would make of my organs of thought, feel- MiKboJ^et 
ing, and speech, an iustrument wherewith to^^^^JJ,^^j 
declare the mind and will of His Holy Spirit ofSchooL 
truth. And, that I might not be wanting in ray 
d\ity of searching his revelation, T examined 
evei'y where for a basis and as it were aconsti^ 
tutional charter of missionary associations, aud 
a rule for them to proceed by In all their trans- 
actions. And having found, as it seemed to 
me, for reasons whieh I shall show hereafter^ * 
an abiding constitution, four times re--^ 
peatcd in tlte Gospels^ and given at large in 
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thanks, and said : — Now my %vay 
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clear hefore me; I will be an expositor of 
these instmctions of my Redeemer ; here is the 
matter of my discourse ; here are the ever- 
lasting instructions of the Missionary; this let 
me endeavour to comprehend, and set forth 
unto the people. And heing, as it seemed to 
me, directed of God, both in the matter and 
manner of this discourse, I gave thanks, and 
took courage, and being delivered from my 
fears, I now proceed upon my course rejoicing, 
and hope to steer safely through that mouiitaiu* 
billow, whose rough top came threatening to 
overwhelm my scarce sea-woithy bark. 

Having entered with caution, I resolved 
next tc proceed with order in hand! tug this 
great question of the Missionary Work; and it 
seemed to me best to set forth my thoughts 
after the following method : 

First- To give an exposition of the Missionary 
estate, as it is laid down in the fore -mentioned 
chapter of in^^tructions given by Messiah to tho 
first apostles of bis kingdom. 

Secondly. To examine if it was meant to be 
of continual authority in the Christian Churchy 
as the Constitution of Christian Missions. 

Thirdly. To examine how much of the suc- 
cess of the Apostolic age depended upon their 
exact adherence to the spirit and letter of this 
Constitution- 
Four thly. 



To showj from the histoiy of 



r 



THB OCCASION AND METHOD OF THE ORATIONS. 

Christian Missions subsequeat to the primitive 
times^ that they have been prosperous in pro- 
portion as tljey conformed to, and unsuccessful 
in proportion as they departed frona, the spirit 
and letter of Messiah's Constitution for the 
Missionary estate. 

Fiftlily. To study it in practice, and con- 
sider what good fruits at home» whence the 
Missionaries go, and abroad whither they pro- 
ceed, wouid come from the exact fulfilment 
of it. 

Sixthly* To explain the office of a Missionary 
Society in carrying it into effect. 

Lastly. To show the duty of private Chris^ 
tians to support all such institutions, as endea- 
vour to conform themselves to the appoint- 
ment of the Lord, and to keep on the great 
work of converting the nations. 

So that our whole discourse will be an argu- 
fDcnt founded upon our Lord's words, and con- 
cluding for the support of this cause for which 
we are assembled, and throughout instructing 
those who are engaged therein. Now, bre- 
thren, I ask your patience, the patience of 
this religious and Christian assembly, to hear 
me at length upon this, the most important 
question of the present times; and not to restrict 
me to the bounds which are observed in ordi- 
naiy discourses, but, as they do in the courts of 
justice, and the national assemblies, to give me 
a latitude commensurate with the weight and 
importance of the question, which not of my 
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'When kings send out ambassadors to reprei- Cod doth 
sent their person and their interests in foreign mla!^t 
♦comls, they choose out from amongst the "^J^^^j^^j^* 
'people, men of high name and reputation, 
well skilled in the ways of the world, and the takings, 
policy of states; whonij having clothed with posmglp^p 
powers plenipotentiary, and appointed with^"^^^^'^^'^"^^^ 
officers atid servants of every kind, they send 
forth, accredited with royal letters to all courts 
and kingdoms, whither they may come, fur- 
nished with grace and splendour to feast the 
common eye, and laden with rich gifts to takfe 
the cupidity or conciliate the favour of those 
Viith whom they have to do. Also, when a or with 
nation fitteth out a jonrney or voyage of dis-^^'^^p^^'^*^ 
covery, as w e now do to the Polar Seas (which, 
as it is the third time, may it be blessed with 
threefold success l)^ they choose out men of 
fortitude, humanity and skill, upon whom to 
bestow a valorous and steady crew, who will 
not be daunted by the dangei's, nor baffled by 
the difficulties of the work ; and lia^ing called 
in the whole science and art of the country*, 
to fortify and accommodate the dangei'-huntin^ 
men, they launch them forth amidst the hearty 
cheers and benedictions of their country. And - 
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when a nation amyeth its strength to battle 
for its ancient rights and dominions ; or when 
H*i-i-fU: ^ Q^j^i^ nation armeth in the cause of humanity 
to help an insulted sister in the day of her 
needt as we Britons have oft been called 
upon to do, the nation is shaken to her very 
centre with commotion, and every arm and 
sinew of the land straineth to the work. 
Fleets and armies, and munitions of war; the 
whole chivaliy, the irhole prowess, strength 
and policy, and oft, the whole wealth of the 
land muster in the cause ; and the chief cap- 
tains forsake their wives and children, and 
peaceful homes; and the warlike harness is 
taken from ^he hall where it hung in peace; 
.and the bold peasantry come trooping from 
.their altars and their household hearths j and 

the trumpet speaketh to the armed throng 
^hey gather into one^ and descend unto the 
shores of the suiTounding sea, whither every 
fleet ship and gallant sailor have made reacfy 
to bear them to the place where the rights of 
the nation, or the insulted rights of humanity 
cry upon their righteous arm for redress :~ 
and their , kinsmen follow them with their 
.prayers, and their, wives and children, their 
fathers, and the households of their fathersr^ 
with the assembled congregations, of the 
people, commit them and their righteous cause 
to the safe conduct and keeping of the Lord 
of Hosts. 

bjjt^ . But, when the King of Heaven sendeth 
mm of no forth thcse twelve ambassadors to the nations. 



fitteth out these disicoverers of the people that 
sat in darkness and the shadow of death, 
and furnish eth forth this little army to sub- 
vert the thrones, dominions, principalities and 
powers of darkness which brooded over the 
degenerate earth, to bring forth the lost con- 
dition of humanity, and establish its crown 
of glory as at the first ; he took men of no 
name nor reputation, endowed with no Greeks 
with no Roman fame, by science untaught^ by 
philosophy unschooled^ fishermen from the 
shores of an inland sea ; the class of men, which 
of all classes is distinguished for no exploit in 
the story of the world; Galileans, a people 
despised of the Jews^ who were themselves a 
despised people. As at first, w hen God wished 
to make a man in his own image, after hit own 
likeness, he brought not the materials from 
heavenly regions, neilher created a finer quint- 
essence of matter for the high occasion, but 
look from the ground a handful of dust, thereon 
to impress his divine image, and thereinto to 
breathe the spirit of lives : so the Son of God, 
himself a servant, despised and rejected of 
men, when he chose vessels to bear his name 
before Gentiles and Kings^ and the Children 
of Israel, preferred that they should be empty 
of human greatnesg, without any grace or 
comeliness in the sight of man> without any 
odour of a good name, or rich contents of 
learning or knowledge :— that the treasure being 
in earthen vessels, the praise might be of God- 
Such men having chosen, for subveiliag the 
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ancient thrones of darkness, and recovering the 
world from the perdition of sin and the night of 
the grave, lie sent them forth, destitute of 
all viBible sustenances and of all human help, 
and foi<>ade them to be beholden unto any. 

Take nothing for your journey ; neither staves 
nor scrip, neither bread, neither money, nei- 
ther have two coats a-piece : Provide neither 
gold nor silver, nor brass^ in your purses^ nor 
scrip for your journey, neither have two coats, 
neither shoes, nor yet staves, and salute no 
man by the way.'* No means of any sort did 
he permit for procuring the necessaries of life, 
or purchasing the helps of their journey ; no 
store of provisions, nor even a scrip for contain* 
ing what might be offered them by the pity or 
piety of the people : No raiment nor vesture, 
with the change of which to comfort their , 
weary and way-worn litnbs, besides what was 
sufficient for nature's modesty and her present 
necessity. Without staff, without shoes^ they 
fared on their way two by two ; their sandal- 
led feet exposed to dust andstittry heat; their 
bodies to every blast of heaven ; their natural 
wants to man's precarious charity. The most 
defenceless bird that flies athwart the heavens, 
the weakest, most persecuted beast that cow- 
ers beneath the covert, or scuds along the 
plain, are better provided with visible help 
than were these Apostles of the Highest ; foi 
the birds of the air have nests to which to 
wing their flight at even-tide, and the beasts 
of the earth have holes wherein to screen 
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thimselve^ from pursuit ; but the founders 
of the spiritual and everlasting kingdom had 
not where to lay their head* 
-•i Whom having thus divided from the 
sources which human weakness hath in the store- fr*,^\^'^ 
house and armpury of nature^ he next divided 
from the resources which she hath in the power 
and patronage and friendship of men. They 
are to ^compose no speeches for the ears of 
prince or governor, but to speak as the Spirit 
of Truth gave them utterance ; they are not to 
g;o from house to house making friends against 
the evil days but to abide where they first halted, 
so iong as they are welcome ; they are not 
even to salute a friend, acquaintance, or neigh- 
bour by the way. And if, in spite of these 
preventions, it should come to pass that the 
people they conferred with, well disposed to 
tliem for their word's sake, should take pity 
apon their unprovided estate, and offer them 
money to help them on their way ; lo, they 
have no purse for containing it! if they should 
offer them provision to be their viaticum fmm 
town to town; lo,they have no scrip wherein to 
bestow it! They cannot possess, they can- 
not accumulate, they are cut off and sepa- 
rate from all fixed and moveable wealth which 
the world holdeth within its fair and ample 
bound. What will preserve life, they ar^ to 
take upon the credit of their tmiversal mes- 
sage, without feeling obligation, for the la- 
bourer is worthy of his meat, and they are ^ 
w holly obliged to another cause. In no earthly 
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shape can they benefit from their labours under 
the siin ; to no account can they turn the chil- 
dren of men, from whose liberality they can pro- 
fit nofurther than to live. Like Jonahs eommis- 
sioned with the burden of Nineveh, they are 
to gird up their loins and make speed ; they 
are to hie from house to house, and hasten 
from town to town, inquiring after the spirits 
of immortal men ; to tell their tale and hurry 
onward : as the heralds of the northern chiefs 
were wont to ha^^ten from house to house, and 
from village to village, when rousing the mono* 
tain-clans to war. — And cause truly see I none, 
why they who hold the commission to make 
peace should not be as fleet as those who hold 
the commission to levy war, and the mes* 
sengerof salvation fly with as hasty a wing as 
the messenger of death ; why servants should 
not be foiuid to do as much, and to do it as 
hastily, for the King of Heaven, as for the lordly 
chieftain of a mountain-clan, or the throned 
monarch of a mighty land- 

Thusdisfurnished of resources from Nature'^ 
the fearful storchouse, aud hindered from ploughing with 
v^TtL human help, do you ask if these fii^st Missionaries 
work; of the Gospel had promises of welcome every, I 
where, and went tbrth on a flourishing and 
popular cause 1 if the way was prepared for 
them in every city? and a hospitable home 
made ready for them in every house? Hear 
what their Liord saith to them at parting:: 
Go your ways, behold I send you as sheep 
in the midst of wolves. Beware of men^ for 
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they will deliver you up to the councils, aud 
they will scourge you in their synagogues^ 
and ye shall be brought before goveruois and 
kiugs for my sake, aud the brother shall da- 
liver up the brother, and the father the child, 
and the children shall rise up against the pa- 
rents and cause them to be put to death, aud 
ye dmll be hated of all men for my uame'e 
sake*'* Such was their heavy parting. No 
Missiouary that ever went to the heathen, fared 
forth on his way with so gloomy a foreboding, 
so cheerless a farewell- L#et no one object, 
in the face of these predictions too truly ful- 
filled : ''But these are not men like us, open to 
every want; they are inspired miracle-woTk* 
iug men who had nature under their control/' 
Their miracles, which saved many, protected 
uottheinselves; their inspirations, which blessed 
many, could not bless themselves from every 
harm and sorrow which patient nature can en- 
dure. They are to be placed at the bar of 
civil law, to be hunted out with religious 
persecution; against them the lender aSections 
of life are to rise in arms, and the soft and 
downy scenes of home are to bristle like the 
iron front of war ; the tender hands which are 
wont to pluck the thorns of sorrow from our 
feet, are to guide the weapons of their death; 
of all men they are to be hated for his 
name's sake : they are to be hunted like the 
partridge on the mountains, and every refuge 
upon the earth is to be hidden from their sight. 
^Baid he, my chosen ones, go like the de- 
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fcndefesg lamb into the paw of the ravenous 
waif I t\ie world thirsteth for your blood, and 
i§ if! arms against your undefended lives. Ne-* 
vertheless, go* You are without weapons of 
defenee, no bribes are in your handSj nor soft 
wotd^ lipon yotir tongues ; and you go in the 
teeth of hatred, derision, and rage. Neverthe- 
less, my children, go, 
which ' They are launched into a stormy sea, a sea of 
iMmethab- g|Q|Pf)fig ^nd shipwreck is before them, and their 

■urd ana i' i > i 

ridJcuimum fi*ail barft is not fenced or fitted out for any storm, 

the ey o of /• -ii/* ^ i iy 

thefaitbies* or fumislied for any voyage. So the world 
and impieMis ^^^j J Say, becausc 80 it seeineth in the eye 
of the world, which looketh but upon the 
Tisible and temporal forms of things. It ia 
madness, they would say, moon-struck raad- 
iiefid) to think that of such should come arty 
speed ; it is not in the nature of things they 
should exist a week in any region of the 
earth, and in barbarous regions not a single 
day: no policy of insurance would do their 
risk at any premium : they are ship-wreckod, 
cast-away creatures, doomed to death, and 
destined to effect no good even if they should 
mitli?e their fii*st outsetting. Men must have a 
livelihood before they can speak or aet: they 
must haye protection to cover them from the 
tyranny of power, and law to save them from 
the riots of the people : they must be well paid 
if ydit would have them work well, for if 
a man li^ve no comforts his life is miserable. 
What! such mendicants as these convert 
the worM! say the welUeonditiotied elas»sej^; 
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vagrant J vagabond fellows, they are fitter for 
the stocks or the cominon jail. Such illiterate 
clowusj such babblers as these, instruct man* 
kind! say the learned classes; away \vith them 
to their nets and fishing-craft. And, say the 
political classes, it is dangerous to the state ; 
they cover plots under their silly pretences^ and 
must be dealt with by the strong hand of powfr.^ 
Methinks I hear, in every contemptible and 
arrogant speech which is vented against the 
modern Missionaries by worldly and self- 
!?ufficient men, the echo, after two thonsand 
years, of those speeches which were wont to 
be poured upon tlie twelve apostles and se- 
venty disciples, when they began to emerge 
out of the foundation Qf society, into the neigh- 
bourhood and level of its higher ranks. 

But the Wonderful Counsellor, in w horn dwelt but is wise- 
all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge, lopr^lte^ 
and who knew what was in man, did not without ^nd'^g^' 
grood and sufRcieiit cause divorce the human de- ^^'"^ 

^ 1 1 ^ worst 

sires from those objects on whicli they naturally which mm 
rest. He knew that if he gave the messen- Tg^J^'' 
gers of his kingdom, which is not of this w^orld, 
and against which this world conspireth, to 
expect any ray of hope, any shadow of con- ^ 
sol a ti on, or scantling of support from the 
things of this world, it would be only to dis- 
appoint them in the end ; for though he fore- 
saw that fair weather would dawn and much 
enjoyment be partaken in the progress and 
towards the latter end of the work, he saw, 
banging over its first beginuings in every re- 
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gioo of the earth, storms and tempests, and 
terrific commotions, out of which the eclipsed 
light of truth was to come forth, and the day 
of peace to he established; lie knew that in 
every realm his truth was to make way against 
the edge of the sword, and, like tlie phcenix^ to 
procreate itself in the flame of fire, and that 
his servants were to be heard from the paw 
of the lion and from the horn of the unicorn : 
wherefore it boated not to amuse those who 
were to plant the plaiitj and those who were 
to propagate the plant, with the enjoyments 
which were to be partaken under its future 
shade; and he spoke plainly unto them and 
said, If ye have not a heart for the extremes 
of human suffering, and a soul above the fear 
of man^ ye need not undertake this work, — 
more perilous than war, more adventurous than 
a voyage to ' regions of thick-ribbed ice/ and 
more impoilant to the earth than the most sa- 
cred legation which ever went forth in behalf 
of suffering and insulted humanity. 

But while he cut them off from the power 
urip'pedand aud virtue of gold and silver, wliichj they say, 
in order to will unlock barred gates and scale frowning 
^th^ri^ ramparts; while he denied them the scrip, and 
tuaire^ therewith hindered the accumulation or use of 

lourcet 

which he property in any form ; while he forbade them 
oHer; thui, change 01 raiment;^ that is, pleasure and ac- 
commodation of the person ; and with their 
staff interdicted all ease of travel and recrea- 
tion of the sense by the way ; and in hindering^ 
salutations hindered the formalities of life and 
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tlie ends of natural or social affection ; all these 
the natural motives to enter pri?se and the sweet 
rewards of success^ while he cut asunder, 
because, as hath been said, he foresaw that 
whether he did so or not, the world would soon 
rlo it for them ; he did not leave their minds in 
a void state, without motive or indue eraent or 
hope of reward ; but proceeded to fill each 
several chamber thereof with the spirit of a 
more enduring patience and a more adventuroua 
daring; to give to Faith what he took from 
Sight: what he interdicted in the Visible to sup- 
ply from the Invisible; what of Temporal things 
he spoiled them of to repay with things Spiri- 
tual and Eternal. 

And instead of a home he gave them thisde'Tive m%- 
clarationj which raised them first to a footing boX'* 
with himself, and then to a footing with God : 
^* He that receiveth you receiveth me^ and he 
that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 
He that receiveth a prophet in the name of 
a prophet, shall receive a prophet's reward ; 
and he that receiveth a righteous man in the 
name of a righteous maUj shall receive a righ- 
teous man's reward/' Instead of food, he The 
gave them this promise, Whoever shall gtvep,°""4L 
to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of 
cold water only in the name of a disciple, 
verily I say unto yon he shall in no wise lose 
his reward.'* Instead of protection and a safe- The Mi* 
conduct on the way, he gave them this stout- p^'c^eXflh. 
hearted admonition, " Fear not them which kill 
the body, but are i^ot able to kill the soul : but 
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rather fear him which is able to kill both soul 
and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold 
for a farthiog 1 and one of them shall not fali 
to the ground without your Father* But the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear ye not, therefore; ye are of mom value 
than many sparrows," And when delivered 
up to councilSj and brought before governors 
and kings, instead of human help and couti- 
tenance, and skill of pleading and pei^ua^ 
wve words, he gave them this sentence: 
" When they deliver you up, take no thought 
how or what ye shall speak, for it shall be 
given yon in that hour what ye shall speak. 
For it is not ye that speak, but the spirit of 
yoiir Father which speaketh in you,'' And 
when their fathers and mothers should betray 
them, and their som and daughters sliould 
spit upon them, which the first coiifetssorB 
sadly proved, be gave them this consolation to 
their hejivy hearts ; *' He that loveth father or 
mother more than me, is not worthy of me, and 
he that loveth son or daughter more than me, 
is not worthy of me," For their sustenance un- 
der false accusation, he gave them this comfort $ 
Tlie diftciple. is not above his master, nor the 
servant above his lord* It is enough for the dis- 
ciple that he be as his master^ and the servant 
as bis lord. If they have called the master of 
the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they 
call them of his household/* For the comfort 
of their hearts nnder blackening calumnieSp 
when their sun of life was setting under thick 
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and dark clouds of falsehood^ a.iid their name 
was like to be overshadowed for ever, lie 
gave them this assurance ; There is nothing 
covered, that shall not be revealed ; and hid 
that diall not be known* What I tell you ifi 
darkness, tliat speak ye in light: what ye hear 
in the ear, that preach ye on the house-tops,'* 
And for their use, when they were enveloped The Mi*- 
hithe flameSj or extended upon the honourable b™^h*^'*^4 
eroHSy ho gave them this heatt-establishio^ 
word; "He that taketh not his eross^ and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He 
that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that 
loseth his life for tny sake shall find it/' And to The sum 
keep up a constant cheerfulness in their hearts M^itLon^^*^ 
under every hardship and mistreatment, hegave ^^^ "^ 
them to know and to rejoice^ that their names 
were written in heaven ; removing their confix 
deuce from every thing terrestrial, that it might 
rest at the right hand of God, where there is 
fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore. 

Thus furnished he his Missionaries, building so that he 
them up in faith, and establishing them with^^I'^tu*""* 
infallible promise, weaning them from the 
bosom of the earthy to place them in the bosom 
of their Father in heaven. He took them from 
the hands of human protection, -to put them 
under the arm of the mighty God of Jacob. 
He emptied them of self-dependance and de- 
pendaiice upon human strength and prudence, 
to fill them with the Spirit of wisdom and truth. 
He bestowed 4ipon them the elements of hea- 
ven's heroism when he took from tlienv the ele- 
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ments of eailh s heroistu ; and he conveyed 
their treasures away from hence^ where mothei 
corrupt and thieves break through to steaU de- 
positing them safely iu the heavens ; where 
also he prepared for them a place in his Fa* 
therms house of inauy mansious^ and wrote their 
honoured names iu the book of life, 
anditpu It was a spiritual work they had to do, 
i?^hl^'""^' therefore he disembodied (if I may so speak) 
»ur«ngthof ai^^i spiritualized the men who were to do 

of which to , ■ ' -r^ - 1 i 11 1 1 J* 

doceiEiciii it, it was Faith they had to plaut^.thereiore 
he made his missionaries men of Faith, that 
they might plant Faith, aud Faith alone ; they 
had to deliver the nations from the idolatry of 
the Gold and the Silver, therefore he took care 
his messengers should have none ; they had to 
deliver them from the idolatry of Wisdom, 
therefore lie took care they should be Foolish; 
they had to deliver the world from the idolatry 
of Power and Might, therefore he took care 
they should be Weak ; they had to deliver the 
world from theidolatry of Fameand Reputation, 
therefore he took care they should be Despised; 
they had to deliver the world from the idolatry 
pf Things that are, tliereforc he took care they 
should be as Things that are not : — making 
them in all respects Types and Representatives 
of the Ritual they were to establish, naodels of 
the Doctrine which they went forth to teach. 
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Such were the men, and such the spiritual 
J* equipment of the men, wtio were sent forth by 
Messiah, the missionary of Heaven, into all the 



world, to teach all nations in his discipline, 
baptize them into his faith, and lay the fonn* 
dations of that spiritual kingdom which is to 
cast down every other kingdom, and endure 
for ever. And the instructions which he gave 
them, how to proceed in the effecting of this 
great revolution, were after the same unearthly 
and spiritual strain ; such as the wisdom of this 
world setteth utterly at naught, yet, wheraiu 
are contained the everlasting principles, by 
which alone the Spiritual Sovereignty over the 
souls of men is to be established* And when 
we come, in the progress of this discourse, to 
argue upon these premises whereof we are now 
making the statement, we hope to manifest 
unto the spiritual man, and sooiewhat to dis* * T 
cover unto the natural man, that this and this 
only is the strength in which the Cross is to 
conquer and subdue the glory and the strength 
of the nations. 

•f' Tliese instructions were in the following iheir com- 
words : " Into whatsoever city or town ye en- being totke 
ter^ inquire who in it is worthy ; and there abide "^"^^ 
till ye go thence. And when ye come into an 
house-, salute it. And if the house be worthy, let 
your peace come upon it: but if il be not worthy, 
let your peace return to you.*' '^^'hey were not, 
like poor Mendicants, to go from door to door^ 
and from town to town, craving a morsel of 
bread and a cup of water; but like the Royal 
Ambassadors of Heaven to the place, they were 
to inquire who was most worthy to be honoured 
witli tlieir presence, and blessed with the good 
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tidings which th^y boVe fi'om the Majesty oS 
Heaven. God thus established the everlas^ting" 
eonneKion between natural worth and dispensa- 
tions of grace^ by bestowing his blessings upon 
llie most deserving; and fulfilled the cardinal 
principle not only of divine but of buoian go- 
Temment, the rule of all natural and superna- 
tural dispensations, (for at bottom these are one,) 
that unto him who Iiath shall be given, and 
he shall have more abundantly, and from him 
who hath not shall be taken that he hath."' 
Inquire, said he, the most worthy. There wa» 
to be no stealthy progress, nor keeping in thtf 
shade, but open dealing' with the most open* 
hearted and even-minded of the people. There 
was to be no preference of ranks shown by 
these men of no rank, who counted kindred 
with Messiah, the tnlstsionary of Heaven^ and 
were God's adopted children and honoured am- 
bassadors to the earth. They were not, like 
the Jesuits, to lay their artful toils around the 
high and noble and princely of the nations ; nor 
like the Mendicant Friars, to go about preachhig 
a crusade of poverty or meanness; nor were 
they to take their distinction by the grade of 
intellect or of taste, which compose, even at 
the best, but a fractionary part of human nature, 
and may exist in strength surrounded with the 
most dwarfiih and pest dent forms of the mo- 
ral, social and spiritual man: hiit like mes- 
sengers and missionaries from Heaven, they 
were to take their diiitinctioa by the grad 
of worth, or practical goodness; to inquire. 
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wJioin the judgnient of their fellow-citizens 
prououiicad worthy, judicious, well-dis* 
osed men ; those who, like Cornelius, were 
evoLit towards Godj and full of alms to- 
wards the poor ; or wlio, like Dorcas, em- 
ployed their leisure and their labour to pro- 
mote good and charitable works : To whose 
house coming with a conscience full of hea- 
venly purposes, and lip9 overflowing witli 
blessing*, and hands rich in heaven-derived 
powders, they were to salute the worthy house- 
old with a salutation of peace, 
r " And if the Son of Peace be there, your peace To wim^ 
will abide upon it." Before their steps pro-^^Ur;- 
ceeded an invisible minister called the Son of^J^^'^^ 

M Peace* 

PeacCj who settled in these worthy habitations^ 
and made the souls of the inmates ready for 
theaie Apostles of the kinj^dom of Peace, This 
Sop of Peace is none other than the Prince isf 
Peace J who sealed his instructions to hi$ 
niissionaries and concluded his incarnate minis^ 
try, with these words ; Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world:" the 
same who appeared to Cornelius in a dream, 
w hen he directed him to Peter, and who adver- 
tised Peter of the approach of the messengers, 
after he had prepared him for their coming : 
who directed Philip to the Eunuch while he 
crossed the desert, and caught him away w hen 
his work w as done : who appeared to Paid as 
he journeyed to Damascus, and afterwards in 
the likeness of a Macedonian^ invited his bless^ 
ed steps to our quarter of the globe, sayiuf^, 
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** Come oyer and help us.** And, to this day, 
wherever the true and faithful missionary pro- 
ceedeth in the faitli of Christ, this same Son of 
Peace goeth before hi» footsteps, and standeth 
him instead of sealed letters^ forerunner and 
gjuidej instead of safe -conduct and welcome, 
and every thing else with which the pru- 
dence of men would furnisti his perilous way ; 
without dependance upon which Child of Peace, 
the missionary is a Vagrant and a Vagabond 
upon the earth ; being dependant upon whom, 
he is the most gracious Legate of heaven, never 
to return to heaven without accomplishing the 
high and holy intention for which he is commis- 
sioned of heaven to go forth unto the nations. 
Their behi- Beiug welcomcd upon the strength of their 
tcciived, salutation of peace, and through the predispo- 
sition of this Son of Peace, with whom God 
blesseth the hearts and the habitations of worthy 
men, the missionaries sat them down and were 
content with any fare, and with any accommoda- 
tion. A I ittle bread they needed to feed their na- 
tural hunger, a little water to cool their natural 
thirst, a little space to stretch their weary 
lioibs ; and in return, they had deep, rich and 
various discourse upon the moral condition of 
maQkind, copious and faithful revelations of 
the grace of God, glad tidings of great joy to 
the sons of men : and in earnest of that 
salvation, wherewith they were intrusted^ they 
would heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, cast 
out devils, and raise the dead. Every good 
thing whicli can be wrought without the mi- 
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nistry of visible and teiBporal powers; every 
good thing which holdeth of the iiiviBible, that 
is, every cotisolation, instruction, counsel aad 
revelation which man's condition needeth, they 
heldj by free gift of God for free bequest 
to man ; and all that they needed or besought 
in return, was a morsel of bread to preserve 
their lives ; a little oil to feed the lamp 
which was giving light to all that were in 
the house. And they made no haste to be 
gone^ neither did they crave liberty to re- 
main; tliey stayed while they were wel- 
come^ or till their work was done; and who- 
soever came to the house from the neigh- 
bourhood or village or town, was free to sit 
and listen to the good tidings of the king- 
dom^ without having even this pittance of 
bread and water to give in return. (But what 
is tliis^ I say 1 I will not libel mankind so far 
as to suppose they would grudge so penurious 
a return for so rich a gift*) There they sat day 
by day in the house of the worthiest men, 
holding forth the Gospel of peace unto the 
people, and by all spiritual persuasion seeking 
to persuade the people to accept the overtures 
of its salvation. 

The men being so harmless, their destina- '^^y 

rill alsoprcH 

1 1 on SO peace tul, and the spmt of their instruc- yHtd 
tions so heavenly, it is difficult to imagine how jlcdl^.^'^ 
it were possible they should meet with any 
thing but welcome wherever they came* Aud 
it is one of the sorest libels upon the spirit of 
the world, that almost all of them came loan un^ 
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timely and violent end. Well said the just and 
devout Simeon, who stayed on earth to wel- 
come the great Son and Heir to the house 
of his Father, and wished to stay no longerj 
that the infant in his arms was set for a sign 
to be spoken against, that the secrets of many 
hearts might be revealed; and by Christ him- 
self in these instructions, whereof we now 
present the substance, it is with still more 
clearness predicted that he came to send not 
peace upon the earth but a sword* — ^How true 
alas ! was shown the first year, yea, perhaps 
the first month of his life, by the cruelest 
sword that ever drunk innocent blood, for which ' 
Rachel wept in Rama with great lamentation. 
Therefore it was necessary to prepare these 
missionaries for the shadowy side of that ex- 
perience whereof he had forewarned, whereto 
he had foredoomed them* They were Spiritual 
vessels; bound for every port where immortal 
souls did tarry : and they had spiritual bless- 
ings to give in return for a welcome ; but they 
had also spiritual terrors and cleaving curses^ 
thunders of heaven against every city which 
gave them no harbour. The ambassadors of 
heaven held both the blessings and the curses of 
that court which they represented; otherwise 
they would have been only half accomplishetl 
for the work : and thus tlieir instructions ran 
in regard to all who mistreated them and held 
their commission cheap : 

" Whosoever shall not receive you nor hear 
] your words, when ye depart out of that house or 
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city, shake off tUe dust of your feet, go your ways 
into the streets of the Bame, and say, Even the 
very dust of your city which cleaveth on iis, we 
do wipe off against yon ; notwithstanding be ye 
sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come 
nigh unlo you. But I say unto you, that it shall 
be more tolerable in that day for Sodom than 
for that city/' 

The city> into any house of which the messen- to b« 
gers that came forth from heaven with heaven's becoming 
credentials were not received, having in it notj^^herv^n 
even one worthy man to arrest the merciful hand 
of heaven, was well nigh unto destruction; and 
the commission of Heaven's servants was to read 
out its doom, and give it over to its hasty end. 
For they were not only messengers of the Gospel 
of peace, but ministei-s of the wrath and justice 
of God, men clothed in sanctity, and in the 
august robes of righteousnessj to- otFend whom 
was to offend the Lord which sent them. And 
therefore they held the terrors of justice no leaa 
than the overtures of mercy. But because this 
extreme conrmission of cursing the hard-hearted 
places is given unto them, we are not to under- 
stand that they were to proceed to extremes 
at once, and to deal only in blessings or curses. 
These are but the extremes on both sides, be- 
tween which their spirits were tomove accord- 
ing to the circumstances in which they foiind 
themselves. If the people argue, the missiou- fyiiuf 
aries argue again; and being assaulted with 
scoffs and cunning, they defend tbemselves 
with meekness and lottg-sutiering, and from 

D 2 
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tUe wisdom of the world they protect them- 
selves with the wisdom which is from above^ 
For besides the harmlessiiess of the dove, they 
had given to them the wisdom of the ser* 
peiit» with which to expose sophistry, to 
outwit cunning, to defeat artifice, and meet 
eveiy emergency. None of the ordinary 
pow€)*s of the human mind was taken from 
them when they were deprived of the ordi- 
nary accommodations of the world,— whereof 
they were deprived only to dibengage them 
from carefulnegs and trouble into the protec- 
y« full of tion of their heavenly Father* They were 

terror to the , , . , ^ , " , . , /* i 

obsUpate. deltvered out ot the conditions of the seose 
into ihe conditions of the mind, that the mind 
might act with the more alertness and force. 
The play of their spirit was not fettered in the 
way in which, in these times, they would fet- 
ter the ministers of the Gospel, They had the 
righteous indignation of the ancient prophet, 
added to the humility and graciousness of thi 
Christian pastor. They were armed. raeB? 
men armed with the wrath of God. And I 
cannot and do not doubt, that when they put 
a city to the ban of God's tribunal^ there came 
upon it, if it repented not, judgments of a 
signal kind, according to the letter of our 
Lord s threatening quoted above ; aod I believe 
ifi my heart that even to this day, were mes- 
sengers to go forth into all cities arrayed 
after the fashion of these instructions^ they 
would act like the test of heaven amongst them, 
and according to their welcome or their rejec- 




tion, it would be seen that blessings of peace and 
prosperity, or commotions, revolutions, sieges, 
wars, and discords would faefal those places; not 
indeed miraculously, but in the natural course of 
things, yet not the less at the command and by 
the will of God, For in a city which shall 
scornfully reject or cruelly maltreat such in- 
nocent, harmless J and heaven-gifted men, the 
elements of evil are in strong agitation, and 
the explosion cannot long be stayed. It is 
come to a crisis with them as with Herod when 
he ordered the cruelest sword which was ever 
unsheathed/to drink the blood of Rachers chil- 
dren ; or with the other Herod, when he im- 
prisoned the brethren, and slew James with the 
sword. Such acts show that men are lost to all 
hope of repentance, and cities to all hope of 
recovery, ripe for hell, and unfit any longer to 
live upon the earth. 

Thus went forth the fii'st messengers of the Therecapi- 
kingdom, commissioned to the most pure and Il^at hath 
benevolent and worthy part of the people, and^^^^^^^ 
they approached them upon the side whereon a Missionary 
good man liketh best to be approached, of kind- 
ess and humanity : for it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. Yet, to keep their cha- 
racter clear from all associations of mendicity 
or meanness, there is no scrip nor purse^ nor 
obsequious demeanour allowed them, nothing 
that might take from the heavenly con- 
dition of the men ; no demand for food or 
raiment; what is set before them they par* 



take of^ and the spiritual knowledge and 
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power which they possess they as freely gfve 
in return. If none is worthy, they pass on : 
if they are persecuted^ they escape away, 
as it were, fishing the land, and taking in 
their spiritual net the worthiest and the best 
thereof; establishing the everlasting covenant 
between God and good men, between heaven 
and whatever is best upon the earth • They 
are kept in close dependance upon God's assist- 
ance, and cannot move a step but in the strength 
of faith. They are delivered out of the condi- 
ti'ons of policy, out of the conditions of force, 
out of the conditions of gain, out of the condi- 
tions of selfishness and of ambition ; for I defy 
any one maxim which appcrtaineth to these 
four spheres of human activity, to help them 
one jot in fulfilling their instructions: and they 
are delivered into the spiritual conditions of the 
spiritual kingdom which they went about to 
propagate* In prayer and cotnmunion with 
the spirit of God they sail along upon an 
unseen and un piloted course. They are 
living models of what tliey teach ; moving 
epistles of the spirit of God ; incarnations, 
each one in his measure, of tlie divine nature ; 
instead of the Scriptures to those who have 
them not, and commendations of the Scriptures 
to those who have them. And if, as hath been 
said, the Bible is its own witness, these men who 
personified all its truth that can be personified, 
and with their lips spoke the rest, must be their 
own witness* And by being hindered from 
'worldly interests and worldly attachments. 
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they are hindered from worldly discourse. 
They address ouly the imaiortal part of the 
people ; they confer upou no news but the 
good news of the kingdom ; they touch no in- 
terests but the interests of eternity ; speak of 
no country but heaven, in no authority but 
the name of God- Which four things, wisdom 
to address the worthiest people, entire depen- 
dance upon God, exemplification of the doc- 
trine^ and constant debate with the spirits of 
raeuj are surely four of the great principles 
in the propagation of the GospeL And it 
is incredible from how many altercations, 
from how many aberrations of purpose, and 
strivings of passion, and oppositions of interest, 
they are cut off* For if they are brought into 
debate, it must be for some spiritual sake, and 
spiritual truth must be elicited. If they are 
mistreated^ it must be in the face of justice and 
innoceticy, which makes friends to the injured; 
and, doubtless, whatever happen eth good or ill 
to them, good must come out of it to a cause 
thus implicated with no earthly interests and 
devoted wholly to spiritual ends^ 

They who go forth to extend temporal power. The coo- 
and lay the foundations of earthly dominion, ^f'jj^f^^^^^^^ 
may and must go in the strength of chariots, ^'^^ 
and horsemen, and munitions of war, they 
who go forth to establish an influence and em- 
pire over royal courts, may go in the strength 
of all-subduing wealth, and diplomatic cunning i 
and they who go forth to discover the unknown 
jregions and limits of the terraqueous globe. 
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must go with the state of science, and in the 
strength of bold adventure. But they who 
went forth to bring all earthly powers under 
the Prince of Peace, and to subdue all artt 
and policiesi of man to the child-like simplicity 
of the wisdom which cometb from above, and 
to spread the spiritual kingdom of Christ over 
the bounds of the terraqueous globe, must 
divest themselves of those helps and instru^ 
ments, whereby the others prosper* They must 
not east out Beelzebub by Beelzebub. They 
must not conquer a peace witli arms in their 
hands, which, though a good enough com^ 
bination of words for the earthy is a solecism 
in the speech of heaven. By being under Mam- 
moxxj they will never come to be under God ; 
by conferring with Belial, they will never hold 
communion with Christ. Each kind hath its 
appropriate equipment ; that wliich is appro- 
priate to the powerful is power, to the politic 
is pdlicy, to the scientific is science, to the 
spiritual is the Holy Spirit* Tlie weapons of 
their warfare are not carnal, but spiritual ; yet 
powerful to the pulling down of ^itrong holds. 
The stone that Daniel saw cut out without 
hands, must swell without the help of human 
hands, and fill the earth. The kingdom which 
is to cast down every other kingdom, must be 
independent of those kingdoms which it casteth 
down; must establish itself in its own proper 
strength ; and living in this heaven-derived 
strength, must live for ever. 

Such a life of occupation round and round 
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the land as was appointed to these men* is axhed 
disinterested, is a pMlosopUical, is a sage, is a *'^**^' 
divine manner of life. Socrates^ the wisest 
man of antiquity, of whom it may be said, 
that of all the Heathen he was the man most 
after God's own heart, and who, from his pure 
soul struck out conceptions which were like 
morning star^s in the darkness, heralds of the 
dawn, not only saw the higfh dignity of such 
a life, but had the resolution to fulfil in Athens, 
in the heart of polished Athens, this very way 
of life which Christ appointed to his mis- 
sionary servants. And he was so blessed in his 
deed, that, though he lost his natural life (least 
valuable of spiritual possessions!) he founded a 
school of master minds, which wielded the 
longest lived empire, and hold to this day the 
highest place, among the uninspired sons of 
men. Socrates /hresaw what the Spirit of 
wisdom appointed. For verily, the twelve 
apostles and seventy missionaries were each 
a Socrates in his kind; and greater than a 
Socrates: for Socrates went about in quest 
of wisdom, and complained that he could 
not find it, because it is not of the earth ; but 
they had found it, being supplied with it from 
heaven. Nay, further, I will make bold to say, 
that if our wisdom were Christian or even So- 
cratic, it would prefer no other way of life. 
It is our folly, our earthliness which binds us to 
the fardels of this world. The spirit of man 
spurneth them by its proper nature, and ef- 
fect eth emancipation from their bondage, in 
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proportion as it is conformed to that Spirit, of 
Truth which possessed these twelve most fao- 
noured of the sons of men. 
The pro- Now, bad RS the world is, wild as is its ainbi- 
tune^t. tion, heartless as is its vanity, proud as : its 
riches are, and mad as they are all, ambition, 
vanity and riches, I cannot but please myself 
with the imagination that there is .no cliiae. so 
barbarous, or, (which I believe the more dan- 
gerous extreme,) there is . no region so po- 
lished, as not to possess a gleaning of worthy 
spirits to welcome these travellers between 
heaven and earth. For there is no visible 
thing about them to create hatred ;: the men 
come in the name of peace: there is no > vi- 
sible thing to excite jealousy; the men are 
possessed of nothing, and coveting nothing: 
there is no visible thing to excite. eiwy, far 
the men call nothing but their life their.own, 

^and even of that they are not careful ; and they 
meddle with no earthly concern, and have no 
earthly end, and walk in innocency, and live 
in simplicity, and cleave to no sect orrparty 
of men, and know no country, and intend no 
interests ; and their tidings are all from heaven, 

^and theijr discourse all of immortality, and their 
debate ever holden with the immortal soul^ 

•and the end of their ministration is the salva- 
tion of mankind; and it is virtue which - they 
commend, and peace which they promote, and 
charity toward all which they enforce; and a 
blessing goeth with them, and health cometh 

'to the house Ti^ere they abide, and the son of 



peace reiteth there, and salvation enteretli in 
into the house of ZaecheuSj that day they 
arrive, I cannot help thinking that the men 
were well endowed for their work, and that 
their work was worthy of the endowment, and 
that they would find in the worst of climes 
(as verily they did, for these same twelve 
planted the Gospel far and near, from India to 
the British Isles,) a class of men, and that the 
highest, to give them welcome. The ambitious 
I see, would Bpurn them, and they would be 
content to be spurned ; the cruel, I see, would 
maltreat them, and they would be content to 
be maltreated ; the hollow hearted wits an<l 
satirists would make merry with them, and they 
would be content to be made merry withal ; 
and the busy bustling crowd would pass them 
unheeded, and they w^ould be content all un- 
heeded to be passed. * What do these babblers 
say 1 ' ' They seem to be setters forth of strange 
gods/ * Great is Diana of the Ephesians.' 
^ They set up another king, one Jesus. ' ' Away 
with them, they are not worthy to live.' I hear 
these sentences echoing round their path ; 
and I see them following it fearlessly onward 
to the death. But do I not see a Felix 
trembling, and a royal Agrippa knitting his 
half convinced brows, and a judge of Areopa- 
gus blessing the heavenly tidings, and a Jason 
giving pledges for them, and a Gamaliel 
speaking before senates in their behalf^ a 
Dorcas, a Lydia, and honourable women not 
a few, waiting upon the wants of the atl-en- 
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during men : and the thoughtful of the people 
are pondering the words which they speak, 
and the serious minded are applying their 
heart to the doctrine, and charity is leading 
them by the hand, and brotherly . humanity 
is opening to them the gate^ and affliction^ 
comforted by their presence, is anointing them 
with tears of joy. ; and the genius of every 
high and heavenly faculty of the soul . ia 
sitting at their feet, well pleased to. be 
schooled and taught by the messengers of 
heaven.' I see they are but searching the. land 
for. the good, the noble, and the true, leaving 
the wretched which love the earthly garbage, to 
wailow in their sensualities. They are gather** 
ing each sweet and savoury plant, leaving 
the weeds standing for a devouring conflagra.t 
tion which is to come. The fire of heaven bath 
come down unto the earth ; (for these twelve 
were baptized with fire ;) but it loved not 
earthly elements, and ran along seeking oiit^* 
rials which bad some savour of the worthy 
regions from whence it came, which havipg 
iQUiad, it took and enkindled, and left* iur a 
hjeavenly blaze each one in his placce, to 
purify, enlighten, and enkindle the region 
roiund about. ^ 
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ORATION IL V 

THE PERPETUITY OP THIS MISSIONARY CON- 
STITUTION, PROVED 

I. From the Document itself. 

Such was the character and the commission 
which Messiah gave to the twelve Apostles, 
whom fie sent forth to preach the glad tidings 
.of his kingdom ; and when he afterwards pre- 
ferred other seventy to the same high office, he 
^ave them their instructions in nearly the same 
terms. He never afterwards repealed these 
instructions ; he never afterwards added to 
them. And when he enlarged their commis- 
sion from the limits pf Judea to the utmost 
bounds of the habitable earth, he gave them 
no new directions, no new promises, no new 
warnings or predictions, nothing further, save 
the assurance that he was with theiQ to the 
end of the world. When these men, schc^l^i^ 
according to this discipline, went iforth after- 
wards in the same behalf, it is not to be imagined 
therefore that they would adopt other principles 
than those which they hg,d already re?ei\ed 
from their Master, and practised with so much 
success. And if they would not, then it is not to 
be imagined that we oujght, unless some spe- 
cialty in our case can be shown of importance 
enough to annul these commandments of Christ, 
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and tnake the example of the apostles of none 
effect. But as it is of great importance that 
this point be eetabliahed beyond all doubt, we 
have given it a separate place in this argu- 
ment, and shall now proceed as was proposed : 
To show that these instructions are of 
continual obligation^ present the everlasting 
type of the missionary character, and are not 
by any human authority to be altered or 
abridged*— To establish this most important 
conclusion, let us first apply ourselves to the 
document itself, that we may ascertain from its 
style and matter, whether it is meant to be 
local and temporary, or universal and everlast- 
ing. Now we are bold to say, that from the 
beginning to the ending of it, there is not a 
single sentence (save two afterwards to be 
considered), upon which the whole church of 
Christ hath not passed a judgment, that it was 
pronounced for the constant use and edifica- 
tion of all who put themselves in jeopardy 
for the sake of the spiritual kingdom. Every 
promise in it hath become a standing order 
of the church ; its predictions have been 
fulfilled in every realm where the Gospel of 
Christ hath been preached; and the first 
preachers of the Gospel in every realm have 
established their hearts with the consolation 
which it contaiueth. The direction * to be 
wise as serpents and harmless as doves,' hath 
always been the policy of Christ's confessors. 
The assurance ' that tlie Lord would put into 
their mouth what they should say,' liath always 
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been the fountain of their eloquence. The pri* 
vilege, when * persecuted in one city to flee into 
another/ hath always been the measure of their 
self*preservation. The declaration ' that the 
disciple is not above his master, nor the servant 
above his lord,* hath been their support under 
every infamous accusation. The knowledge 
* that the spaiTows are objects of God's care^ 
and that he numbereth the very hairs upon the 
heads of his servants/ hath sustained them in the 
utmost jeopardy and straits. The promise of 
Christ, ^ to confess before his Father those who 
confessed him before men, to save the ever- 
lasting life of those who laid down their tem- 
poral life for his sake, to be instead of father 
and mother to those who preferred his cause 
to filial duty/ and every other sentence, of 
whatever kind, whether breathing sorrow or 
Joy, foreboding ill or promising good, hatli 
become, as it were, an armorial bearing to 
the soldiers of the militant church, household 
words in the city of our Zion, with which she 
traineth up her sons and her daughters to be 
valorous for the Lord. Can a document^ then, 
I ask, to which the church in all ages and in 
all countries, hath attached an everlasting iiii- 
portance, and which contains within it the 
watch- words of every battle that hath been 
struck in this spiritual warfare, the last breath- 
ings of every valiant man who hath sacrificed 
liis all for its sake^ can such a document be 
allowed to perish 1 Sliall any base-born gene- 
ration be allowed to hide it from the eye of the 
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church 1 Accursed be the generation that 
would harbour the thought. Shall any man or 
body of men, to answer their ends, veil it up 
or venture to annul it 1 . Let him be anathema 
maranatha. 

And it is nothing to the prejudice of this 
notwith- reasoning, that the document contajneth two 
two daittes clauses which are local and temporary, and 
Mdt^^^ which can by no means be applied to any 
wSh were *^^^S bcyoud that journey among the towns 
ncce«ary. aud viUagcs of Jcwry, upon which they were 
sent, and from which, we are told, they soon 
returned with gladness. " Go not into the 
way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not; but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel." " Ye 
shall not have gone over the cities of Israel until 
the Son of Man be come.*' For it was necessary 
to define the extent of their first peregrina- 
tion, otherwise they would not have known 
whither to direct their steps, or when to return 
to attend upon: their Lord, for whose witness 
they were chosen ; and there is no more of a 
local and temporary nature than just to guide 
them in this essential point. They are directed 
to limit themselves to the lost sheep of JudaJh, 
because, before they had gone this round, the 
Son of Man would come ; that is, would openly 
announce himself to the nation. Now, because 
he marked their route, and gave them an idea 
of the duration of their journey, will any man 
infer that his instructions and counsels were 
intended only for that journey, and were to be 
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cast away wheii it was over'? — ^that man would 
make his Saviours words of less value than 
the words of the most ignorant parent, who giv- 
eth parental counsel to his child, which the 
child holds sacred till death, never dreaming 
that it is cancelled at the expiration of his first 
absence, and if not repeated, is to be cast at 
his feet. 

But the document containeth within itself the But cannot 
direct refutation of these detractions from its 

rest) wincn 

dignity, and restrictions of its duration. For, ex- «*eciare 
cept in those two clauses by which it was neces- eternity, 
sary to define the extent of this first peregrina- 
tion, there is hardly another clause which is 
not rendered insignificant and even absurd by 
being applied to that solitary journey. It is 
said " Beware of men, for they will deliver you 
Up to councils, and they will scourge you in 
their synagogues." N6w we have not the 
slightest hint that any of the twelve or seventy 
suffered indictments before civil councils, or 
scourgings at the hands of religious rulers, 
during this journey, from which tliey returned; 
with joy, confessing that they had lacked no- 
thing. And, indeed, I know not what coun-. 
cils there were in the towns of Judea (for they i 
went not • to Jerusdem) before which theyr ^ 
could be brought. Again, it is said, " Ye shall : 
be brought before governors and kings for .my i 
sake and it is further said, " For a testis 
iiiony against them afld the Gentiles.'.' Now 
what kiqgs, governors, or Gentiles, could they; 
be brought before, or testify against, in a 
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journey, within whose bounds there was nei- 
ther khi^ nor fi;overuor, and during which 
they were not " to go in the way of a Gen* 
tile T' And we have warnings of brother de- 
li verinf? up brother to death* and the father 
the child, and the children rising up against 
their parents and causing them to be put to 
death ; — and yet all the twelve returned safe 
and sound. Again, it is said, Ye shall be 
hated of all men for my name's sake;" did that 
come to pass in this journey ^ Again, " He that 
endureth to the end shall be saved is it 
meant to the end of this short journey 1 But 
further to apply this experimentum cruets to 
the hypothesis that these instructions wer^ in- 
tended for this journey only, would produce 
such a tissue of absurdities, as might destroy 
in my hearers that grave frame of mind with 
wliich discourses from this place ought always 
to be heard. Therefore, let wliat hath been 
said suffice for showing the evidence, which 
the document yields to its own durability, 
and the express denial and flat contradict ion 
which it gives to every daring temporizer j 
and let us proceed onward in the establish- 
ment of this our second head of discoui-se, 
whereof, if we succeed in convincing this as- 
sembly and the Christian church, we shall 
have done no mean service to the Missionary 
cause, 

passage Against thc perpetuity of these instructions, 
dcHap- an oljjection may be taken from a passage 
Jlam' iti the 22d chapter of the Gospel by Luke, 
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wlieFe they are alluded to in auch ?t wtiyimpiya 
as, to a superficial reader, inight seem to re-^ Jhe"comti- 
peal them, atid to substitute- others in their'^}J^*^i°5 
room : it is as follows — " And he said urito^***"^'^/ 
them, When I sent you without purse, and* 
scrip, aiid shoes, lacked ye any thing % And* 
they attswered, Nothing. Then said he linto 
them, But now he that hath a purse, let him- 
take it, tind likewise his scrip ; and he that lialh* 
no sword, let him sell his garnient and buy one;"; 
If this passage refeireth to the same object as 
the other, viz. the propagation of the kingdom* 
of Ohri&t^ it doth make a remarkable alteration ; ' 
indeed; not only permitting the help of piirse,' '» 
aiid provislofls of life, but also of instrumetitse * 
of war ; and while it gives a permission to the 
two former, makes the latter indispensable^- 
requiring the Misi^ionary, who is without a 
sword, to sell his garment to buy one. Thi»butisavaU- 
the crusaders fulfilled to the letter, who con- end only to 
verted all their property into steel and armedi^deJg"" 
men, and weht forth in panoply to spread th6' 
Gospel of peace. But as no one in these times^ 
is disposed to fit out si^ch an evangelical arma-* 
iiieilt, all confessing it to be against the spirit* 
dnd the letter of the Gospel, no use can be 
made of this passage to invalidate any part o^ 
tlie other. It canilot be in part taken and in part 
rejected^ The niercenary spirit of these times 
will not lay hold of the purse and scrip, 
they deny to the crusader the swoixl which isf 
ih^tde peremptory, while the others are but li* 
eenfted. So that we might dismiss the passage- 

E 2 
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as totally ioappUcable to the propagation of the 
kingdom, and leave the man who usetli it af>'ainst 
the argument of this discourse, to deliver him- 
self from the dilemma into which he brings him- 
self, of conveiting every Christian Mission into 
a Crusade. But, that we may carry along- wrth 
UB as much conviction as possible, we shall 
interrupt our couj'se for a moment to explain 
the true intention of our Saviour in this re- 
markable passage^ which w e have seen strange^ 
ly employed both by the enemies and the 
friends of his cause* 
The true It was spolccn to the eleven after the insti- 
^Xt""" tution of the tjUpper, immediately before they 
^auige, arose and retired to the Garden of Gethsemants 
where our Lord was straightway betrayed 
into the hands of his enemies ; being the last 
words which he uttered to them before the 
bour and the power of darkness had the as- 
cendency over hiin< For they had no sooner 
reached the Mount of Olives, where \he garden 
was, than his agonies and temptations came 
hastening in thick array upon his innocent 
head. And it is to be regarded as a warning 
of the terrors which were closing in upon then* 
Master and his cause, a permission to provide 
for their own safety, as best they could, and 
an intimation that the Son of Peace, which 
went with them on their fonner journey » stand- 
ing them instead of purse and scrip and de* 
fensive amis, was now unable to defend him- 
self, being about to bow his head and expire 
upon an accursed tree. Therefore, said he^ Un- 
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til these days of darkness be overpast, and 
times of refreshing have come from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, let every one of you betake 
himself to his natural shifts, and consider him- 
self no longer as the child of an invisible pro- 
vidence. And accordingly, while his cause 
continued under this eclipse, they were deli- 
vered e^ch one into his own protection ; and 
when he rose from the dead his first instrue- ^ 
tions to them was, to depart from the scene 
of danger into a retired mountain of Galilee 
(perhaps that same where they had been set 
apart), and wait there till he should conie and 
take them out of the hands of this temporary 
expediency. But before ascending from them 
for ever, he was at pains to assure them that 
he had triumphed over his enemies, and that 
all power was given to him in Heaven and in 
earth, and that he would send them his Holy 
Spirit, a better comforter and provider than 
the former Son of Peace ; therefore, restoring 
them again to their former divine liberty, he 
said. Go forth into all nations, and lo, I am 
with you unto the end of the Vvorld. 

That these words, which he spoke on the proved, by 
eve of this hour of darkness, were intended ^j^f Jon- 
only for the use of that awful season, is*"** 
not a conjecture, but the result of a deep 
consideration and analysis of the context, 
which, for your further satisfaction, I shall not 
hesitate to lay before you. The supper, which 
in every word and action signified his imme- 
diate death, was instituted and ended ; but his 
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jdi^iples continued as steadfast as ev^ in their 
misapprehension and unbelief : which tbay 
•manifested by beginning* to dispute about 
4)recedency in that kingdom which they ex<- 
peeted him to establish. With a delicacy 
•and wisdom, which breathed in all he said» lie 
first corrected their worldly ideas of dignity, 
and explained that their true dignity vot hi? 
•kingdom should consist in judging the twalve 
tribes of Israel. Thence pursuing the dis* 
<o\irse', that they might be humbled out of 
their present disposition of pride^ which is 
Satan's snare, he warned them of the danger 
to which they stood exposed from the tempta^- 
iions of Satan. This part of his discourse W 
addressed to Simon^ foreseeing his fall, and 
wishing to administer to him comfort under 
the deep contrition and sorrow that was tQ 
follow it — Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath 
desired to have you (the twelve), that be 
may sift you as wheat; but I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not, and when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren." This 
brought forth Peter's protestation, and our 
Lord's pr^ictioti of his frailty, which is a^ it 
were a digression in the discourse with the 
twelve ; whom having warned of Satan's snares, 
^^ssured of his own prayers for their sakes, and 
advertised of their need to be strengthenesdf he 
jiminedlately adds the passage under consider- 
ation, as his counsel to them in the emergency 
which he had foretold. Fearing lest thay 
might tru8| to tl^i umo protection v^hicb 
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had been extended over them hitherto, arid 
which had so wonderfully provided for their 
wants in their former journey, he turns their 
attention to their former experience by the 
question, When ye went forth without 
purse or scrips lacked ye any thing attd 
they answered, " Nothing." Having thus fixed to be only 
their minds upon their former estate, in order pTrill^fr^ 
to 'make the impending change of their cu*-fi^5o^7o*iV 
cumstances the more remarkable, he 3^^^- J*'^^*^^^^/*^ 
ed, " Biit now he that hath a purse let him 
take it, and his scrip, and he that hath no 
sword let, him sell his garment and buy one." 
That is, trust not now, under these perilous 
trials of Satan just coming on you, to be sup- 
ported with any help supernatural. For my 
kingdom is to suffer violence, and the violent 
will take it by force. Therefore, look ye every 
man to himself, and to his resources; and be 
upon your guard from violence, which is more 
to be dreaded by you than the wants of nature 
and the inclemency of the skies ; and though 
you should sell your garment to provide a 
defence for your lives, sell it and therewith 
purchase that defence. " For," he immedi- 
ately added, as the reason of the innovation, 
and he addeth it in his most solemn man- 
ner, " For, I say unto you, that this that is 
written must yet be accomplished in me. And 
he was reckoned among the transgressors : for 
the things concerning me have an end." If 
liny thing were wanting to confirm what 
bath been said of this passage, it were to be 
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found in this reason expressly assigned by the 
Saviour himself for the innovation which he 
made. I am to be treated as a transgressor 
and a malefactor, and the predictions concern- 
ing my death have now their accomplishment. 
Therefore, banish these high notions of power 
and dignity ; for Satan is now about to sift you 
as wheat, and ye shall find none of my help 
which heretofore sustained you, but you shall 
find your own weakness, and be forced upon 
your natural defences : for the mean while, 
therefore, humble yourselves to the expecta- 
tions of ordinary men, and have your refuge in 
the resources of persecuted men. 
-ndeven of jj^ all this thcic is uothinff which hath or can 

that season, t • T 

not to be have a wider application than to that hour of 
teamed? darkness, during which the glory of his kingdom 
was eclipsed. And^ even of this season, that it 
was not to be literally interpreted, is manifest 
from the scene which immediately took place. 
The'disciples mistaking his meaning, made an- 
swer to him in these words, " Lord, here: are 
two swords." And he answered them, " It is 
enough that is, it is enough that I have re- 
duced your minds from these high and tower- 
ing expectations of power, which would have 
cast you upon ruin, to the lowly sense of your 
weakness, and the prudent thought of your 
safety. But they imagining that he really 
meant them to use these two swords, with 
which they were provided, said, when the 
rout came upon him in the garden, " Lord, 
shall we smite with the sword T and Peter ac- 
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tiially lifted up his sword, and smote the high 
priest's servant, and cut off his ear. To which 
action our Lord made this reply, Put up 
a^ain thy sw^ord into Iiis place : for all they 
that take the sword shall perish hy the 
sword." Which shows that not only did he not 
intend the sentence under consideration to be 
under^itood of the propagation, but not even of 
the defence of his cause ; that so far from in^ 
tending it to he applied literally to all times,' he 
did not intend it to be literally applied even to 
that time of oppression, for the sake of which 
it was spoken, That it was to be understood, 
as we have explained it, for a strong and 
figurative way of reducing their minds from 
the ambitions thoughts of power which their 
question indicated, down to a lowly sense of 
their true condition, its trials, and its dangers. 

We have been the more particular concern- 
ing this passage of scripture, because it is tlie 
only one which seems to hear against those 
Primitive Instructions of tlie Missionary, for 
the perpetual obligation of which we hold the 
arguinent. This being rightly interpreted (and 
no one but a crusader could think of interpret- 
ing it of the Missionary cause), every other 
part of scripture proves that the Apostles car- 
ried tliese instructions rigorously into effect. 
On the day of Pentecost, when they were fur- 
nislieil with all manner of gifts necessary for 
the work of cojiverting the nations, there was 
nothing appertaining to pui'se or scrip, to 
power or influence, to name or reputation, bc-^ 
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stowed on them. The things interdicted by 
the Saviour continued to be interdicted by the 
Spirit ; for outwardly the men remained unal- 
tered, after they had been inwardly endowed 
with the word of wisdom, the word of know- 
ledge, the gift of prophecy and miracles, the 
gifts of tongues and the intei-pretation of 
tongues. If money and provisions, if g€K>ds 
and possessions had been necessary, why were 
they not bestowed at this time, when H€aven 
furnished out its ministers to all nationsil But 
that needed not to be bestowed from Heaven, 
which was soon forthcoming in all abundance^ 
For in these times, as soon as the Spirit took 
hold of the converts, he made them inditFefent 
to all outward distinctions and emoluments 
wherein they formerly prided themselves. And 
not only the missionaries, but even the eon- 
verts of the missionaries, becoming careless 
of purse and scrip, and possessions, forgot the 
distinctions of thine and mine, and parted thetF 
all to such as had need . Now the Apostles, wheu 
plenty of every thing came flowing into their 
power, kept free from the worldly incumbrance^ 
and continued breaking bread from bouse to 
bouse, and did eat their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart. And when they went forth 
to the temple, so true kept they by Christ's 
first instructions, that they said unto a man 
who sought an alms, Silver and gold have we 
none." And when the converts brought their 
all and poured it at their feet, not only would 
they not own any of it, but they would not 
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for tbe sake of holy Charity and sacied Jus- 
tice, be diverted by its distribution, from the 
higher and better calling, of giving themselves 
wholly to the ministry of the word and to prayer. 
And they continued as they began ; for through- 
put the whole book of the Acts there is not one 
word from which it can be gathered that in 
journeying frpm town to town, and from regiot 
to region, they had any convenience of tt'axel, 
abode in any houses of public eritertaintment, 
;possessed any property which they could call 
their owi^, or in any way deviated from the 
spirit, or from the very letter, of ouv Lord^s 
instructions. While they abode in a place, 
%\\ey continued, according to the commandmefit 
q{ the Lord, in the house of one man, whom, 
vhen writing letters from the place* they call 
their host. When Paul went up to Jerusalem, 
hie communicated that Gospel which he prea.ch* 
ed among the Gentiles to them only which 
were of reputation, using the privilege of in* 
quiring after the most Worthy. When tha 
Jews of any town would no longer^hear hinij 
he condemned them, and turned unto the Gen- 
tiles; and when with one accord both Jew9 
and Gentiles rose up against him, he shook off 
the dust of his feet against that city, and pro* 
ceeded on his bourse. In short, I find not one 
of the instructions which they did not literally 
carry into effect. They had no wages ; they 
depended upon no remittances.; they lived ai) 
along and altogether upon the brethren. 
, And the Gospel must surely have changed itt 
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nature, and abated its efficacy, when the con- 
verts shall become loth to support the man, 
who, under God, hath brought them from dark- 
ness to light, and from the service of Satan to 
serve the living God. And the converts must 
be miserable indeed, if they have not bread 
and water for the mouth which hath brought 
them glad tidings of great joy. For in the 
primitive times it was counted an honour, 
not a burden, to give them the small ac- 
commodation which they needed. Cornelius 
prayed Peter to tarry with him ceitain days. 
Lydia, as the first fruits of her conversion, be- 
sought Paul and Silas in these words, " If ye 
have judged me to be faithful, come into m^y 
house and abide there." At Corinth, while 
yet Paul held with the Jews, he abode with 
Aquila, and wrought at his craft ; but when he 
turned unto the Gentiles, he entered into the 
house of Justus, one that worshipped God, and 
abode there. And on parting from the elders 
of the Ephesian Church, he said, " I have co- 
veted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel ; but 
these hands have ministered to my necessities, 
and those that are with me." Which two last 
instances show us how they were wont at times 
to labour for their bread, that they might not be 
burdensome ; but that this was the exceptioti, 
and not the rule of their proceedings, is mani- 
fest from Pauls apology for it in his Epistle to 
the Corinthians. The rule was, to follow out the 
unworWly, unselfish, unambitious way of life 
^hich Christ had taught, to be wholly carekds 
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of the present world, wholly disengaged from 
its concerns, that they might be wholly occu- 
pied with the things of the ^vorld to come. 

And when deviations do occnr in the practice whosede- 
of the primitive times, from this exact ritual of fromlSe 
the Missionary laid down by onr Lord, they are J^^^^^l^^h^^^^^^^ 
of that kind w hich confirm the spirit of the rule, ^^}^^ 
beinij all deviations by excessj not by defect, tion. st, 
or its peculiar characteristics. Faul, ni these cormiK 
two instances of Ephesiis and Corinth, saw it 
good to forego the right of living by his minis- 
try, but in foregoing it he carefully excepted 
against its being considered as a precedent. 

Have we not power to eat and to drink ? Have i Cor. ix. 
we not power to lead about a sister, a wife^ as 
well as other Apostles, or as the brethren of the 
Lord andCepliasI or I only, and Barnabas, have 
not we power to forbear working In these 
questions of the indignant Apostle, is revealed 
the custoni of the first founders of the kingdom, 
to go from place to place, carrying with them 
no earthly means, and devoting themselves to 
no worldly calling, but depending upon the 
benevolence of the worthy, and having their 
feet shod with no preparation but the prepara- 
tion of the Gospel of peace. In his triumphant 
answers to the same questions, we liave it as- 
serted as a fundamental law of the propagation 
of the kingdom, and supported by the reason- 
ableness of the thing, by the Mosaical laws, 
and last of all by the ordination of the Lord, 

that they which preach the Gospel shoidd i c^r, ix. 
live by the Gospek" Now, I ask, in what part 
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of the Gospel this is ordained by the Lord,' 
if Dot in the passage, for whose everlaetingf 
obligation we plead, wherein it is said ^^For; 
tlie labourer is worthy of his meat'"? There is 
not another of the LonVs sayin^rs which maketlr* 
even allusion to the subject. Here, then, Paul' 
quoteth a standing rule of the kingdom, upon> 
the authority of this document, which the prac-^! 
tice of many moderns would wipe out of the. 
Canon- Do you ask, Why, then, did Paul dare 
to set aside the ordinance of the Lordi Let him 

1 Cor. ix. answer for himself. " If others be partakers of: 
this power over you, are not we rather 1 Never-*^ 
' theless, we have not used this power ; but suffer 
all things, lest we should hinder the Gospel of 
Christ." He did it out of the nobile qfficiufn, the* 
high prerogative of an inspired Apostle,because' 
he saw that the Gospel of Christ, with which he 
was intrusted, would be advanced by his doing 
so; and how advanced, he hath told us in 
his next Epistle, when speaking of the same' 
thing, he thus expresseth his noble and mag*(>' 

2Cor.xi.7. nanimous soul, **Have I committed an offence 
in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, be*- 
cause I have preached unto you the Gospel of 
God freely'? I robbed other churches, taking 
wages of them to do you service. Arid when I 
was present with yoii, and wanted, I ^^as 
chargeable to no man : for that which was lack<^ 
ing to me, the brethren which came from Mace« 
donia supplied : and in all things I have k£pt 
myself from being burdensome to you, atid -86* 
' vill Ikeep myself. As the truth of Christ ift 
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in me, no man shall stop me of llii^ boasting in 
the legiona of Achaia. Wherefore 1 because I 
love you not ? God kuoweth. But ^vhat I do» 
that will I do, that I may cut off occasion from 
them which desire occasion ; that wherein tliey 
glory they may be found even as we. For mch 
are false aposstles, deceitful workers, trans- 
fprming themselves into the Apostles of Christ/' 
These false apostles and deceitful workers 
had accused the pi|g;rjm- traveller from town to 
town, and from region to region, as a needy 
vagabond, who thus earned dit^houourable 
bread; w'hereby they sought to obstruct his 
success in the regions of Achaia. But the pil- 
grim-traveller had a soul full of resources, and 
a heart full of stoutness, to overthrow these 
railers against the honourable calling and pro* 
vidential life of a Missionary. Coming into the 
region which had been poisoned against him, 
*4ifi found a certain Jew, named Aquila, with his Acts 
wjfePriscilla, and came unto them, and because 
they were of the same eraft, he abode with them 
and wrought : for by their occupation tliey were 
tent-makers/' Thm did he defeat the wicked 
stratagem of Satan's servants, who had trans- 
formed themselves into the Apostles of Christ, 
by demonstrating that he sought no gain, nor 
cared for no livelihood, but became all things 
to all men that he might gain the more- And 
though I have said the Apostle did this by vir- 
tue of his apostolic prerogative, the church will 
suffer no damage whatever, if her Missionaries, 
when they (ind the same faUe report circulating 
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to the prejudice of the Gospel, should adopt the 
same magnanimous course, of working with their 
hands, in order to put the calumny to deaths and 
triumph over it with a holy indignation and 
joy ; and not only contribute to their own neces- 
sities, but even to the necessities of others who 
have need. But I would advise them first to 
beWare that they become not instrumental in 
Spreading the very notion, that they are hire- 
lings and gainers, by taking fixed and stated 
salaries, like any other craftsmen, which is the 
sure and certain way to make themselves not 
only be reputed but justly regarded as hire- 
ling craftsmen. So that this example of Paul's 
deviation doth, as it were, rivet upon both 
sides, the well-driven and well-directed bolt 
of thie Lord; inasmuch as he honoureth the 
fundaoiental principle^ that the Gospel should 
seek and have no worldly emolument, nor 
depend upon ^iwiy expedient of earthly dig- 
nity ; while, in order to make the principle tri- 
umphant in an extreme case which occuired in 
his travels, he reacheth into the region of feelf- 
denial and destitution further than the Lord 
required, in order to get the weapons with 
which to meet the new and unprecedented 
obstacle that had been opposed to his course. 
And while he rivets the well-directed bolt 
of the Lord, he reproves that poor and pith- 
less weapon with which the prudent spirit 
of these times aimeth its puny blow at the 
Heathen world. For, truly, we moderns have 
taken the veiy means to create that stum* 
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bling block which Paul found in his way at 
Corinth, by so constituting the Missionary of- 
fice, as that the men of this world might have 
in their mouth the very words of which Paul 
reproved the Corinthians, and to disprove 
which he needed to adopt this voluntary act 
of self-humiliation. To cure this, our shal- 
low prudence, if we would use the lesson 
given by this leader of the Missionary army, 
we would do well, for as many years as we 
have fed and hired men^ to require that they 
should go, as Paul did, into the other ex- 
treme of not even eating and drinking at any 
one's expense, but that they should support 
themselves by the labour of their hands, and 
glory thereby over the false prejudice with 
which the cause, by our mismanagement, hath 
come to be circumvented. This is the proper use 
of the Apostle's deviation. 

Now, further, lest a sentence which occurs Funbercr- 
in the above quotations should be tnrned aside thTEpiloT 
to justify the modern method of furnishing Jf^^^^lf^^^ 
out the Missionary, which the occurrence 
at Corinth doth so utterly discountenance ; it 
is fortunate, that, from the Epistle to the Phi- 
lippians we can explain what those wages were 
which Paul took^ and what his robbery of the 
churches, and what the supply of the Mace- 
donian brethren, by the help of which he carried 
out his hardy scheme of confuting the false re- 
port by which the enemy had sought to impede 
his missionary progress. It is found written in 
the conclusion of his epistle to the Philippians^ 

F 
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(and how happy I am to make such quotationSi 
God knoweth ! for they bear my spirit up in the 
hopelessness of this controversy), "But I re- 
joiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last 
your care of me hath flourished again ; where- 
in ye were also careful, but ye lacked oppor- 
tunity. Not that I speak in respect of want; 
for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content. I know both how to 
be abased, and I know how to abound ; and in 
all things I am instructed both to be full and 
to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need. I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me. Notwithstanding ye 
have well done, that ye did communicate with 
my affliction. Now, ye Philippians, know also 
that in the beginning of the Gospel, when I de- 
parted from Macedonia, no church communi- 
cated with me as concerning giving and re* 
ceiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica 
ye sent once and again unto my necessity. 
Not because I desire a gift ; but I desire fruit 
that may abound to your account. But I have 
all and abound: I am full, having received of 
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from 
you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice ac- 
ceptable, well-pleasing to God. But my God 
shall supply all your need, according to his 
riches in glory, by Christ Jesus.** This is the 
Apostle's receipt in full for his wages ; this is 
his voluntary confession of his robbery ; this is 
the help with which he was helped at Corinth 
of these good Philippians. And as the former 



quotations are a proof of his most nice and 
chary delicacy lest the Gospel of Christ should 
be breathed on ivith any aspersion^ and of his 
iriagnanimity to bear every extrente of hard- 
ship^ rather than the missionary calling should 
be calumniated; let this stand for the proof of 
his most generous spirit to partake and receive 
brotherly help. And let it divide and distinguish 
that chariness and magnanimity from the natu- 
ral pride and independence of the human heart; 
from which the former spirit is as distinct and 
distinguishable, as the spirit of Christ, who gave 
all heaven's glory upand tookmendicant crumbs 
of men, is distinct and distinguishable from 
Satan's spirit, who, though the brightest of tlie 
sons of the morning, could not brook the rich 
endowment because he had to give for it an 
act of rcveience to the Most High God. And 
let it show, moreover, into what straits Paul 
passed, and with what difficnlties he was beset 
aroundj in following out his missionary peregrin 
nations, and how he had no dependence upon 
foreign churches; (for no one communicated 
with him save this of Philippi, whose gift he 
knew not of and expected not, till Epaphroditus 
brought it in his hand). And, finally, let it 
show how the Lord^ the Son of Peace, forsook 
not in his wandering, his hungered, his own la- 
borious workman, whose niggard craft, oft in- 
terrupted, yielding hioi but a bare support, he 
brought him supplies from afar, and made them 
to follow him to Thessalonica, to Corinth^ to 
Rome, every wliere through the heathen desert, 

w ^ 
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• as the waters of Meribali and the quails of the 
morning and the evening, followed tlie Bandy 
parched footing of the camp of Israel, 

After perusing which examples, will any one 
say that Paul conformed not to the ritual of 
the missionary school, because he took foreign 
supplies when they were offered, and wrought 
with his hands when it served his turn 1 Thou 
art right* he conformed not; that is, he did 
more than conform; he was an Apostle, and 
more than an Apostle, for he magnified the 
Apostleship, Go thou and do likewise. Be more 
than a Missionary, magnify the Missionary 
office^ and in such a way show thy non-con- 
formity to thy Lord's commission and passport. 
But first, be careful that thou ait a Missionary* 
and that the office in thy hand is not minished 
of its due size nor sliorn of its proper beams. 
Another ap- I havc heard quoted, as another deviation 
l^fi^nmeii-froni the letter of the missionary^ charter, w hat 
ME^t^ is obscurely hinted at in the Epistle of John, 
ofJobn, addressed to Gains, in these words, Be- 

pToves the ' _ ^ 

same, loved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou 
doest to the brethren and to strangers ; which 
have borne witness of thy charity before the 
church : whom if thou bring forward on their 
journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do 
well; because that for his name's sake they 
went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. 
We, therefore, ought to receive such* that 
we may be fellow-liclpei's of the truth." This^ 
like the former, provetli more for the spirit of 
the missionary charter, than if it had been ia 
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most exact conformity with its letter; show- 
ing, first, that the travellers and ambassadors 
of the kingdom, ia these times, were wont to 
be brought on their way from place to place 
by the charity of brethren, even though 
strangers, and did not hesitate to be beholden 
to iheir charity ; secondly, that they went 
forth to the Gentiles without any means of 
conveying themselves thither, but needed as- 
sistance to reach the scene of their labours; 
and having reached the harvest-field, they put 
in their sickle and reaped without any hire, 
taking nothing for their reward, but passed ou 
dependent as before upon the bounty of tlie bre- 
thren. So much the passage proves, that these 
Christian expeditions were undertaken without 
any dependence upon ways and means, and 
were executed without any fee or reward; but 
it does by no means prove that while they 
were wMth the Gentiles they refused to be be- 
holden to them for their subsistence . Tliey 
took nothing from the Gentiles, and needed to 
be helped on their way, that is^ they departed 
as poor as they came; but how they fared 
amongsl them is not stated, because it was not 
necessary for the Apostle to state more than 
their present eonditionj ashisarg;ument for the 
brethren to help thein* The passage, there- 
fore, is nothing more than a certificate of the 
poverty and disinterestedness of these Mis- 
sionaries, given under the hand of an Apostle 
to a brother, who, on other occasions, had been 
helpful to the brethren* How much it supports 
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the spirit of the Apostolical school of Mis- 
sionaries! any one can see; how it beareth 
upon the present school, it is not yet the time 
to discourse of at large. 
Other de- And othcr instances of this kind occur in the 
twdnrth*e' Apostolical record. Paul, writing to Philemon 
sarocinfe- fjom his bouds iu Rome, desires him to pro- 

rence. * 

vide him a lodging, trusting that through their 
prayei-s he would be given to them. He was 
then Paul the aged, and Philemon was his 
dearly beloved brother and fellow-labourer, 
from whom he might, without fear of miscon- 
struction, ask such a favour; yet with %vhat 
delicacy he touches upon pecuniary matters, 
any one who reads that model of delicate affec- 
tion may well apprehend. At Rome, in like 
manner, he dwelt t%vo years in his own hired 
house, and received all that came in unto him; 
because he was there as a prisoner upon pa- 
role, and accommodated his apostolic charac- 
ter to his forced conditions : but on his jour- 
ney to Rome, the Missionary constitution was 
fulfilled to the letter by the brethren at 
Puteoli, with whom he was desired to stay 
seven days ; and also by the brethren at Rome, 
who met him at the Three Taverns, and con- 
ducted him on his way. In like manner, Titus 
is instructed to bring Arenas the lawyer, and 
Apollos, on their journey diligently, that no- 
thing be wanting unto them. In like manner, 
he writes to the Corinthians concerning Timo- 
theus,. that they would " conduct him forth in 
pefice, that he may come unto me/' And of 
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such importance \vas this part of apostoU- 
cal discipline held, that it is enjoined in gene- 
ral precepts like any other great head of 
Christian duty, to distribute to the neccsBity 
of saints, and to be given to hospitality;" and 
it is set down as a mark of those widows who 
are to be taken into the number, that they 
have lodged stran£i,ers f and of a bishop it is 
required, as an indispensable quality, that he 
should be given to hospitality ; and to all it is 
often enjoined, as to the Hebrews, that they 
benotforf^etful to entertain strangers, for there- 
by some have entertained angels unawares/' 

Sometimes, in casting my eye back over The review 

what I have written, and considering the new jf;ne onhis 

doctrine which I have dared to advance in ^^J^^^"^^^^^ 

opposition to the univei'sal practice of the "^""^f ^ t'^" 
I I T 1 f* T i" sitatiyn bo- 

Churches, I have felt a tear come over my cause of 

mind, as if I had been guilty of presumption in ^"^"^^^^^^ 
daring to interpret God's word, upon this sub- 
ject, for myself. But the more I have been led 
to study it, by the opposition whicb these ideas 
have received, the more I have been convinced 
of their truth. The passages which have been 
quoted against them, have, upon deliberate 
study, turned out to be in their favour ; and 
the instances* which have been given of devia- 
tion, have always proved to be deviations in 
excess, not in defect, of the standard of faith 
and self-denial. Moreover, in making those 
researches into the primitive appointments of 
Messiah^ and practices of liis Apostolic ser- 



72 FOR MiasiONARIBS AFTER THE APOSTOL. SCHOOL. 



vants, many new convictions have been brought 
to our mind concerning the office of the pastor, 
and the office of the preacher, which differ 
from the approved notions as widely as those 
which we have set forth of the Missionary. So 
that, silently, we have come to the strong and 
steady persuasion that this is but a silver age 
of the Church, taken at its best, and that the 
golden age is yet to come ; that we are not 
perfect, any more than our fathers ; that we 
should learn to believe in our imperfections, 
and welcome any one who will honestly de- 
clare them to us. 
but oftener Sometimes, on the other hand, I have been 
itSring tempted to indignation and wrath, that the in- 
who would stitution and appointment of the great head of 
tampw with the Church should have been so widely de- 
solemn ap- parted from in these modern times, and being 
pomtment J jj^jj^gtiy g^jjj plainly stated, should find so little 
favour in the eyes of a generation which prideth 
itself in the evangelical character of its mis- 
sionary undertakings. And that, instead of 
going about to seek men who were advanced 
in faith to tlie height of the undertaking, they 
have gone about to reduce the undertaking to 
the measure of an ordinary faith, and have 
attracted to the service many who were hardly 
fit for a pastoral care in the Church at home, 
much less for laying the foundation of Chris- 
tian empire abroad. But most of all hath a 
holy indignation risen within my breast, when, 
to keep up the popular glory and renown of 
their work, which they should be ever rectify- 
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ing by the word of God, they should be content 
rather to obliterate and annul that part of his 
holy word which is able to give them countseL 
It is instructive of the self^exaltation of man 
to hear with what cool indifference they would 
consign to uselessness those immortal counsels 
which our Lord gave for the conduct of Chris- 
tian Missionaries, in order that they may have 
the field open for their own infallibility* They 
would break through all rules and laws of in- 
terpretation, and to a passage whose every 
woitl and sentence breathes immortality^ they 
would give a temporary application^ destroy- 
ing its obligation j losing its comfort, and abo- 
lishing its promises to the evil-entreated mes- 
senger of peace ; — all because it contains in its 
bosom two clauses which were necessary to 
make it useful and applicable to the time which 
then was J as well as to the times which were 
to come. Against this I have argued by an 
analysis of the passage, against it 1 have pro- 
tested by an appeal to tlie apostolical times, 
in the hope of being able to prevail by argu- 
ment and appeal ; though, I confess, with slen- 
der hope in a time when names or periodical 
organs of opinion have obtained almost the 
whole authority in the Church, 

But if there be left in the Church any rever- hecauaeic 
encefor the Holy Scripture, any love to the j^r^l^^^^j^o^^ 
words of Christ, any superiority to the thing's 
oi sights and trust in the good promises of God, 
any memoi'y of her past triumphs, or any hope 
of future victory, by these I do entreat the 
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Church to hesitate how she discredits this por^ 
tion of the Holy Scripture, because it applied 
to those times no less than to all other times. 
For upon the same principle she would annul 
every word of the Sermon on the Mount, which 
was suggested by Jewish errors, and was given 
for the abolition of Jewish errors; and every 
parable, and every rebuke, and every exhorta- 
tion, and every instruction of the Lord, which 
all sprung out of the occasion presented to 
him, and applied to it with far more exemp* 
tion of every other occasion than the pas- 
sage before us ; which, if it be distinguished 
by any thing, is distinguished by this^ from 
most other of our Lord's discourses, that it 
will not apply, cannot by any showingf be 
made to apply to that occasion, but bursts all 
limitations of time and place, and writes its 
own superscription to be, to the Church uni- 
versal upon the earth. There are some pa»« 
sages in our Jjord's instructions which apply 
only to a particular time and condition of things, 
such as that spoken at the Last Supper, of 
which we have given a commentary above, and 
which can never come to be applicable again, 
because the Son of Man can never again be re- 
moved by the hour and power of darkness fromr 
the power of protecting his Church. But when 
any man would rob the Church of any of the 
Lord s sayings, which the first Apostles were 
glad to catch from oblivion, rather than ta 
convey to it (of which their zeal we have seen- 
an instance quoted from the Missionary charter. 
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1 Cor. jx. IL5 and may see another, Acts xx* 35* 
in PauFs discourse to the Elders of theBphe^^ian 
Church), then* that man should be indicted as 
guilty of high treason to our king, who liveth 
upon earth only in his wordsj — of sedition 
against his kingdom, whose laws are the words 
of our everlasting Kiug, 

Foolish men! vain, ignorant, and foolish Upon the 
men! they know not what they do^ in their p^J^^jpl^^^^^^ 
haste to annul the precious words of Christ: nei- ^p^'^'^p^^^^- 
ther understand they the nature of the words of wouiddia- 

* I'll T 1 ml 1 * crerftt aod 

t/hnst which they would annul. The glonons disannul 
words of Christ were not for one occasionj butthkhte^ 
foi' all occasions ; not for one race uf men, but ^^"""^j" 
t\>r all races of men ; not for one age, but for all 
agcsof the world. And yet, in that whichhe said, 
ihere was always something local, temporary^ 
and occasional, enough of the present time and 
present manners^ for it to lay hold of the feel- 
ings of the present audience. But because the 
eternal truth which he spoke, had around it the 
drapery of the timeS| did it thereby become 
temporary 1 We, whose souls are educated in 
time, being of yesterday, do smack of time in all 
our thoughts and speeches^ except wherein we 
are guided by revelations of eternity ; but He, 
who was from eternity, the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever, partaketh not, and cannot 
partake, of the same infirmity. The truth vvhioli 
He apoke^ truth metaphysical, that iy, truth 
independent of the conditions of time and place, 
applicable to all times and places, and equally 
applicable when time shall be no more. The 
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Irulh which he spoke addresseth not the tempo- 
rary but the eternal in man ; and by awakening 
the immortal in us, enableth ns to shake off the 
temporal coil with which we are enslaved. Yet, 
as hath been yaid, the eternal tnith which he 
spake, and from wdiich all ages since have de- 
rived the knowledge of eternity and the sense 
of immortality, had a special application to the 
people to whom it was first addressed^ and 
took hold of the forms of thonght then current 
ill the worldj in order to deliver men from 
what was falscj and manifest more clearly 
what was true, in those very thitigs which they 
believed, and by which they were surrounded* 
But this taste of the times, and glance at the 
occasion, must never for a moment beguile 
us into the imagination that they reach uo 
further^ and were intended to reach no fur^ 
ther, than to that occasion. Otherwise we 
must be content to lose all which he spoke 
hifliwnnon from first to last. For example; the sermon 
which he preached on tlie mount, Avherein 
he gathered up the fragments of all moral 
feeling and mural law, to issue theoi anew 
with divine wisdom, and write them in ever- 
lasting letters, not only searched into the joints 
and marrow of the Pharisaical sophistry and 
hypocrisy, but hath become to every coun- 
try where it hath been published abroad, the 
basis of law and manners, and will continue 
the perfection of both while the world lasteth. 
AgaiUj the comforting speeches he made to 
his followers before his crucifixion^ not only 
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moved them to earitest questions indicating 
their personal concern in what he aaid, but 
have been the sustenance of his disciples ever 
since, in all the trials of their lives, and in 
the hour of their departure i and will never 
cease to be as refreshing to the Church as the 
waters of Meribah* And his prayers, however his ^mjtn, 
aptly addressed to the occasion on which they 
were first uttered, are still the most frequent and 
the most soul-impressive of all our addresses 
to the throne of God, And those parables, his parables, 
whose images, like the Gorgon's head, froze 
his opponents to stony silence^ are to this day 
the beautiful pictures of all social and religious 
duty ; each one of them the porch and entrance 
to a magnificent temple of truth and blessed- 
ness. And those very parables which shadow 
forth the nature of his kingdom — the parable 
of the mustard seed, of the leaveUj of the 
twelve virginSj of the steward, of the royal 
feast, of the labourers in the vineyard, of 
the sower and the seed,— are not these as 
applicable now as then, and as frequently en- 
forced and applied by the ministers of the 
GospeH, And if in all other things he spoke 
for eternity, yet missed not the present oc- 
casion; if in all other things he spoke for 
all times and all occasions ; who is he who 
will say, that when equipping and instruct- 
ing the messengers and Missionaries of his 
kingdom, upon whom all the rest depended, he 
hath said nothing perennial, but only spoken 
well for the occasion, and must not be un- 
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derstood as iDstrncting lis in the same terms 
Agairtitdo- ill wliich he instructed themi The man that 
Thly*J« saith or faneieth ho^ liath need to I earn 
wir^Tedanci ^^^^^^ what be the first prhiciples of the doc- 
bescefhcd. of Christ ; add I warn him to beware how 
he taketh from or addeth to the words of the 
prophecy of this book, lest God shall add unto 
him all the plagues that are written in thi» 
book ; how he break one of the least of these 
cominandments, or teach others to do so> that 
he be not called least in the kingdom of heaven. 
If he, the King and Founder of the spiritual 
kingdom, in whom dwelt all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge, did not understand and 
know the full provision and furniture for his own 
envoys and ambassadors^ the strength in which 
they should fight, and the weapons with which 
they should overcome the powers of darkness, 
I marvel, indeed, who slioidd understand and 
know them ; and if his rules fail to be appli- 
cable to our case^ I marvel who shall help out 
their inefficiency. The Church, say you ; hut 
what is the Church without its Head I and where 
is its counsel without its Counsellor 1 and 
where its authority without the Spirit of 
Christ? Therefore, let no man nor body of 
0jen, no Christian nor society of Christians » 
nor the whole visible Church, in their pre- 
sumption, dare to say, these instructions of 
Christ to the messengers of the kingdom are 
now inapplicable, are Utopian, are extreme, 
are to be cautiously interpreted, and pru- 
dently carried into effect. For if these be cast 
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aside, I, for one, see not upon what scriptural 
basis a Missionary Society resteth. Nor do I 
see by what principle* a Christian Missionary 
is to guide himself. But thfese instructions 
remaining, I perceive the use of a Missionary 
College, to see them carried into effect ; and I 
see the calling of a Missionary to be the high- 
est upon earthy and the nearest unto God ; I see 
that he is a messenger not of time but of 
eternity; that his soul is dressed not in the 
confidence and trust of time, but of eter- 
nity ; that he is a TOan of faith, and of faith 
alone, and therefore able to plant faith wbere- 
ever be is permitted ; and I perceive that the 
world is his diocese : and if the world is mad 
enough to dispatch him away from its coast, 
then I find a haven of rest and glory provided 
for him by these his instructions. In short, 
without this document, I am all at sea upon 
the Missionary question, and must handle it 
like a question of state policy, or of church 
management : bvit preserving this, I have the 
Magna Cbarta of the Missionary Constitution, 
the description of the Missionary character, 
the scale of his qualifications* the directory 
of his procedure, his safe^conduct from the 
court above, and his assurance of success upon 
earth, and of immortality in heaven. 
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ORATION III. 

THE PfiRPBTUlTY OP THIS MISSIONARY CON- 
STITUTION PROVED. 

IL From the Analogy of the Christian Faith and DiscipKne. 

whythisw- Having thus established beyond a^oestion^ 
^jj' from the document itself, that it is written for 
dLbiT^^ all ages; and having shown that it was acted 
strength, upon in the spirit, and beyond the letter, by the 
Apostles and first Missionaries of the Church, 
I see not what remains further to be said in 
order to prove that it ought still to be regard- 
ed as the constitution of the Missionary estate, 
and the directory of the Missionary course; 
but I feel, while I speak, a certain inward ad- 
monition, to weave the tissue of my argu- 
ment as it were of double strength. For I 
seem to see the apparition of many enemies, 
and to have the foretaste of a fiery trial, 
for these thoughts which I have adventured 
forth. The warlike Spirit of the Crusaders, 
who unsheathed the sword which the blas- 
phemous Father of Christendom had blessed, 
and unfurled the consecrated banner of the 
cross, therewith to spread the Gospel of peace, 
and the artful Spirit of the Jesuits, who brought 
all the stores of human wit and worldly wisdom 
to the same great undertaking, and the Spi- 
rits of this monied and prudential age, who 
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preach the crusade of gold as eagerly as Peter 
the Hermit preached the crusade of steel ; all 
these seem to arise to overwhelm the poor wight 
who shall say that neither gold^ nor steely nor 
worldly wisdom, are essential to the equip- 
ment of a Missionary ; but so far fi-am being 
the allies of Christ in the propagation of the 
spiritual kingdom^ are the three chief powers 
against whose combined strength his servants 
have to make their way^ and upon whose hum- 
bled pride they have to lay the foundations 
of His empire, 

Therefore, I oft pause and look to my ins true* mich ihs 
tions, and see whether I be well sustained in the ^e^^todo^ 
cause which I plead, and a still small voice 
whispereth to me that I am. The monitor 
within me saith unto my hesitating mind, Be- 
boldest thou not that the deficiency of earthly 
means is balanced by the sufficiency of un- 
earthly promises'? and that though there be 
no purse wherewithal to purchase the means 
of life, there is an admonition from Heaven 
to all men, to take the unprovided Missionary 
to their home^ and give him bread and water? 
and though there be no steel w^ith which to 
cleave obstacles in twain^ there is the Word 
of God, which is a liammer I hat break eth 
the rock in pieces 1 and though there be no 
defence of Jesuitical wiles, there is the eye 
of Providence which counteth every hair upon 
L their head, and holdeth their lives more dear 
than the beasts of the field and the fowls 
of heaven, for which he liberally provideth? 
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Perceivest thou not that the former and the 
latter end of these instructions balance and sus- 
tain each other, and that if the former be taken 
away^ the latter hath no counterpoise, and the 
\yhoIe proportion and wisdom of the passive )s 
destroyed 1 Therefore, seeing it will not permit 
of mutilation, or of abrogation, or of t^pp- 
ri^ing, wh^t can I do but redeem my pledge of 
upholding the truth of my Master, with that 
liberty of prophesying which this gvs^\0 and 
rpvered a^sembly^ taking example from those 
three still more venerable assemblies^ mpn^ 
tioned at the beginning, will not hinder in him 
whom they have set up to prophesy to them 
qqt qf the word of the Lord, 
because it . It 1^ pot for the words, purse, scrip, raiment, 
men"*^""' stafF, itud friendship, that I contend. Whether 
in^ aid^. ^ liSive money, provisions, eon^forts, 

lations, and conveuieiicesof travel, and friendly sustenances. 

involving i n i i . ■ 

the most Qr shall pot havc theni, not the question: 
reltl 'oTthe Whether a man shall hide himself from^U the 
Church, secondary means of prosperity, or shall profit; 
by them, is not the question. The question i^ 
concerning those fields of interest, those sphere3 
of ambition, and refuges of trust, which the 
words, purse, scrip, raiment, staff, and friendship 
denote Whether the Missionary shall occupy 
q.ny pf them, or shall not : Whether he sh^l 
go forth independent of them, or dependent on 
them : Whether his character shall be moulded 
and modelled after the fancy of the times, Q.nd 
the current maxims of the Christian world^ 
or shall stand unalienable and unalterable^ 
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like the character of tiie Pastor or the Chris- 
tian- If a Missionary, possessing all these 
thingSj can be a man of as entire faith and de- 
votion as though he had theoi not^ it is a small 
matter so far as he himself is concerjjed; yet 
nptasumll matter, as we shall see, so far as 
the success of the work is concerned : but it ii 
not a small matter* whether the idea of the 
Christian Church concerning these oftices shall 
be a constant or a changeable thing; whether 
the idea of the Missionary concerning his 
office shall descend to him ot God, or descend 
to him of men ; and whether those that guide the 
work shall consider themselves, as infallible to 
give law to the Missionary, — a commission^ 
self-appointed, of and /emmey' in this great , 
pause, oi^ men acting under authority, nnder 
responsibdity, and by exactly prescribed rules; 
These are fj^uestions vitally concerning both the 
glory of God and the well-be ing of man ; and I 
feel that 1 have been agilfitiu^ a mighty mattier^ 
and am myself under terrihli^ responsibility, if ^ 
advocate not to the, utuiost the perpetuity o( 
these decrees. 

Taking courage, therefore, I now venture a growing 
little higher into the dignitv of this argument,^^^^*^'*'* 

~ n J ' not a cun- 

and declare that not only do the unrepealed an- ventionai, 

1 * 11 . * - I I .'1 - btit ibe iie- 

thority and the mtrmsical character oi these in- ce^^ryfarm 
structions bhid them forever upon the propa-gf^^^^^^'^" 
gators^ of the kingdom, but that, from the nature ^^^^^i^^^t^f' 
of the Gospel itself, he who propagates t|ie Gos- 
pel must be separate from worldly interest^ and 
stand aloof from worldly occupations ; and just 

G 3 
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in proportion as he getteth under the spirit of 
his high vocation, he will, of his own accord* 
though there were no binding precept upon the 
subject, cast himself into that outward condition 
here presented to the twelve great champions 
of Christendom. It is not a conventional but 
an jtppropriate^ not an expedient but a fieces- 
sarif character for every one who possesseth 
a certain measure of God's spirit : or, to speak 
in the language of the metaphysical schools^ 
it is the outward and necessary form under 
which a certain large measure of spiritual 
influence will always manifest itself. But first, 
it may be necessary to explain the language 
which I use. 

HSipiiitud The twofold nature of man^ body and spirit, 
^tlU maketh it necessary that every thing by which 
f^^Zh^ he is to be moved should have an outward 
Pfofitabk to fornix Wliile yet it lives in spiritual essence 
alone, it is to him as if it lived not, and its life 
hath over his life no influence or control. Hence 
the great Father of Spirits hath given to all 
the attributes of his being an outward form and 
manifestation. The heavens declare his glory, 
and the earth showeth forth his handy-w ork ; 
and the sun which circleth round the earthy is 
the tabernacle of his efFnlgency- The writ- 
ten law, which is holy and just and good, is 
the form of his holiness^ and the Gospel of his 
Son is the form of his mercy and grace. Heaven 
is the outward form of his blessedness, and 
hell of his fearful wrath against the rebel- 
lious. And every doctrine in revelation is a 
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form to the intellect of some spiritual attribute 
of the Invisible : — the doctrine of the atone- 
ment, of his justice ; the doctruie of the Holy 
Spu it, of his help. And to the most noble and 
capital truths or doctrines, he giveth not only 
a form for the intellect, but tor the very sense 
of man. His incarnate Son is the fleshly form 
of his glory, and the visible image of his per- 
son. The doctrine of our natural corruption 
and gracious purification by the blood of Christ, 
hath the sensible form of Baptism. And the 
doctrine of our continued sustenance by his 
Word and Spirit, hath the sensible lorm of the 
Supper. And the doctrine of the creation of 
the worlds and the resurrection of Christ, whicli 
is the re-creation of the world, hath the sensi- 
ble form of the weekly Sabbath. And the visi- 
ble Church is the sensible form of the heavenly 
communion. And there is nothing in the being 
and purposes of God, which it might benefit 
man to know, that hatli not a form of express- 
ing itself to the soul of man through the in- 
tellect or through the sense. 

Now, in like manner as God hath given to 
his spiritual being a constant form in revela- 
tion, so hath he appointed unto his servants to 
manifest thdr spiritual being under some con- 
stant form. To every man in his station he 
hath appointed his duties : to the servant aitd 
the master, the husband and the wife, the parent 
and the child, the ruler and the ruled ; which 
duties are the outward form which his Holy 
Spirit taketh in these persons and conditions- 
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To a rich man, lie liath ^iven rules how to me 
lits riches, and to a poor man, how to bear his 
poverty ; to a wise man, how to use his wis- 
dom, and to a fool, how he may be cured of 
his folly; to the strong, how to employ his 
strength, and to the sick, how to bear his afflic- 
tion. And so to all the various gifts of nature, 
allotments of Providence, and preferments of 
rank and power, hath God appointed a certain 
formulary for their right nianifcBtation in the 
sight of men; nor alloweth, without rebuke 
and chastisement, tliat these conditions should 
be otherwise occupied than for the ends for 
which he hath bequeathed them diversely, that 
they might rightly occupy the diverse mem- 
bers of his great household, and bring out the 
misothe conxmon weal of the whole family* And while 
m!n"e^of cvcry chamber of this world's variety he 
ihe truth, appointed a spiritual servant to preside, he 
did also appoint an order of men superior to 
these, who should travel over the many cham- 
bers of the house, and see that each ser\'aiit 
was rightly occupying till the great house- 
holder should come ; stewards who should nei- 
ther occupy the treasury chambers, nor the at- 
tiring rooms, nor the bazaars of business, nor 
the museums of knowledge, nor the shops of 
art, uor the halls of judgment, uor the apart- 
ments of stale and dignity, uor the saloons of 
grace and beauty, nor the awful pi aces of throned 
sovereignty; but who should travel over alt 
these from room to room> even from the dark 
and laborious foundation b up to the itately ele- 
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vations and j^ilded pinnacles of society, survey- 
ing the work and occupation of every inhabi- 
tant ^ and carefidly keeping ttiem to the right 
and diligent peribrmance of their several parts, 
that they may be able to render an account of 
tlieir work when the Lord shall come to call 
the work of every man into judgment. This 
watchful, careful office appertaineth to the mi- 
nister of the Gospel or the pastor of the souls 
of the people, in whichj if he faithfully travel, 
his shall be a great reward. But if he sstoop 
to engage himself with any of the diverse traf- 
fics, tlnd meanwhile, for want of careful oTer- 
sight and spiritual instruction, the souls com- 
mitted to him go astray to serve other masters 
than the Lord, their blood shall surely be upon 
his head. 

Now, if the Lord our God hath taken to him- and th* 
self a form in the Scriptures for the instruction ^i^^^^^^ 
of man, and hath instructed each of us in his ^^^^^^^^^ 
station to take a form for the edification of one 
another, and wherever his counsels are re- 
vered and obeyed, hath added the form of a 
minister, who, standing aloof from the several 
engagements and their temporal re wards, shall 
be His voice and messenger unto the people, sa- 
tisfied with the singular dignity thereof ; is it to 
be believed that he should have appointed no 
outward form to those chief and leading men, 
who were to carry abroad over the earth these 
celestial instructions, and teach the nations to 
rnle their character and set forth their works 
after the will and pleasure of their heaTenly 
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Father; that giving to all others good and par- 
ticular instructions, how they shall best and 
most happily fill their stations, he should leave 
the perilous Apostles and Missionaries of the 
whole institution no instructions as to the form 
which they should take, in order to move the 
nations and prevail on them to return to their 
rightful fealty to the Most High This were to 
build a ship, with occupations for a numerous 
crew, and births provided for many officers and 
men, but to make no provision how she should 
be launched into the deep: or, being launched 
into the deep, it were to fill her with plentiful 
supplies to some distressed colony, and man her 
with able hands, but make no provision of a skil- 
ful pilot and good instructions to carry her 
through the strong currents and stormy winds 
which set adverse to her course. The thing is 
not once to be imagined of Him who is All-wise 
and All-provident, as well as All-good and 
bountiful. A priori, before any appeal to the 
fact, it may be concluded that the Missionaiy 
doubtless will have his form, as well as the 
people whom it is his calling to inform after 
the will of God. And his form will be after 
the fashion of the minister or pastor, some- 
what more devout and adventurous, as the 
discoverer and subduer of a country needeth 
to be more adventurous than he who keep- 
eth it under regiment. The one fearless, 
the other watchful; the one expedite and 
ready for all encounters, the other bur- 
dened with many charges i the Missionary a 
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spiritual warrior, the pastor a spiritual shep- 
herd. 

What this form of the Missionary is, we have The object 
already gathered from Messiah's own constitu- Son^i^to'*" 
tion of the Missionary estate. But it will bey3j°^Xt 
a great confirmation of the doctrine if we can ^omfrom 

11 /• 1 t . . > analogy 

show that, from the very nature oi the Spirit s of ood's re- 
operation upon the heart of man, it must ne- 
cessarily follow that the Missionary should be 
such a self-denied and world-divested crea- 
ture, and that he cannot come into a more full 
and suflScient condition without incommoding: 
himself and hindering his work; that it is 
the necessary form of his office, from which 
every deviation must be lamented as a defect, 
and deliverance from it earnestly ensued as 
an attainment of stature, and a step towards 
success. Also, that it hath been, from the first 
of God's revelations to the last of them, the 
form which the messengers he chose either 
assumed at the outset, or came to in the end. 
Also, that the work hath not changed in these 
times, that we should ignorantly conceit a 
change in the workman or his tools to be 
expedient. Also, that this unworldly and 
extreme character of the Missionary is in 
perfect keeping with the other parts of Chris- 
tian discipline, of which no part can be le- 
velled down to worldly prudence and homely 
practice without loss to the Church and de- 
ception of the world. And, therefore, that 
our true course in this and all other Christian 
institutions, is to work our character up from 
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worldly levels into their pure elevations, 
assured that at every step we come into 
nearer neighbourhood to the divine Spirit, 
and a larger sphere of blessing unto men. 
Such is the train of argument which this Ora- 
tion will take, in order to justify this form of 
the Missionary, by showing its alliance and 
affinity with the rest of the Christian revela- 
tion. 

Thcfofmof It is the nature of man, fallen from truth, 
sK^L^ry**" and alienated from the life of godliness, 
S^i^lT diligently to seek how he may bestow upon 
the oi«ra- jjj^ crcaturc, and of all creatures upon himself, 

tionofthe i • i i i < i T I 

dnrinc spirit that worShip aud glory which is due to God 
alone. His talents, though they be created 
and matured by God ; his knowledge, though 
all that he knows be of God's providence and 
handiwork ; his possessions, though they con- 
sist in a portion of God's goods freely be- 
stowed ; his bodily strength, his form, hk 
very name, that most airy and accidental of all 
things, it is man's nature to- magnify into a 
God, and to worship as his chief good. Arid 
some will fall prostrate before science, arid 
others before literature ; and others before 
brute and senseless nature ; and others before 
idols of wood and brass ; and, in short, there 
is nothirig inherent in the nature of man, or* 
existent in the outward world, whereof the 
fallen soul hath not, at some time and place, 
made an idol, and with which, in all times and 
places, it hath not a tendency, less or friote, 
to divide the reverence which is due to Ood 
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alone. So tliat the greatest imperliment to 
the progress of the Gospel in the soul ariseth 
out of the things which are seen and temporal, 
tlie world and the things of the world, 
which oome to nought. These occupy our 
senses^ and thence steal into our affections, 
when the imagination foiuieth them into more 
lively and wily combinations, and the intellect 
busying itself with their relation, at every step 
of the investigation diacovereth ttiem to be 
so wisely adapted to the wants of man, so 
Btimutative of a thousand pleasures of the 
sense, and so profitable to the ambition and 
enjoyment of the present world, that they 
gnin and gain over our time, our interests, our 
desires J our fears, until at length there is left 
in the soul no room for the Gospel to occupy. 
All is prepossessed and pre-occupied, when 
tlie Gospel comes into action, which hath 
therefore to begin its course by checking, 
cutting off, prohibiting, rebuking, and the 
like distasteful operations, known generally 
by the name of repentance. And after having 
brought these former propensities to a stand, 
it seeks to drive them all backward; to turn 
the tide of bitter waters upou their evil foun- 
tain, and to recover the fields of the soul which 
they had drowned and wasted from their right- 
ful possessor. And in proportion as this work 
of emptying goeth on, the work of the Spirit 
proceedeth, the dew of God's blessing de- 
scendeth as upon the thirsty earth, and the 
fruits of the Spirit fill the former waste places } 
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the evil invaders are cast out, the turbulent 
possessors are quieted, the lamb lieth down 
with the leopard, and the young lion and 
the falling together, and the desert of our 
spiritual state rejoiceth and blossometh like 
the rose. 

and found ^ fouud, in the experience of all 

to^^wyn Christians, that the things of the spirit prosper 
the Spirit, in proportion as the things of the flesh decay, 
rf'^ ' and that confidence in the right-arm of Jeho- 
^\L^^ vah increaseth as our confidence decreaseth 
in princes and the sons of men, in the com, 
the wine, and the oil ; and that allegiance unto 
^ Christ doth undo and dissolve the allegiance 
of the human soul to Mammon, and Belial, and 
Satan, and even to the dearest and nearest 
friendships and relations of life, it is most 
manifest, that the disseminators of such a doc- 
trine over the earth must be denuded of all 
the things in which men place their trust, and 
to which they render their homage, in order 
that they may be wholly under the influence of 
that spirit, worship and allegiance, under which 
they seek to reduce the rest of men. And these 
deprivations exacted by our Lord, of those who 
go forth as the propagators of his spiritual 
kingdom, are to be considered not only in the 
sense of tests or trials imposed by him, or 
of mortifications imposed by themselves, or of 
examples offered to the people to whom they 
go (though in all these respects they may and 
do serve good ends), but as the necessary and 
indispensable condition to their being wholly 
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under that very Spirit to which they would 
persuade the world to be subject, and as 
sure evidence that they continue under it so 
long as they love and submit to such a dis- 
cipline. Christ wished none but spiritual men 
to take this office upon themselves ; and of 
the spiritual men in the churchy he wished those 
who were strongest in faith^ and those alone, 
to venture forth. Therefore, he set the mark 
to the most unearthly standard, and appointed 
that there should be no purse, that is no 
pecuniary emolument ; no scrip, that is no 
possessions ; no change of raiment^ that is no 
pleasures or accommodations of the body ; no 
staffs that is no ease or pleasure of travel ; no 
salutations by the way, that is no ends of na- 
tural or social affection. Which he ordained, 
not because he was a hard master, for he exact- 
eth of no one to undertake the perilous yet 
glorious work; but because, if any one would 
undertake it^ he would not permit him to be 
ignorant of the cost, but instructed him in the 
measure of faith which was indispensable to the 
work ; saying to them, Unless the things of the 
Spirit have prospered thus and thus far with 
thee, unless the kingdom of heaven hath pre- 
vailed within thy soul, and subjected all these 
regions of natural gladness, thou art not pre- 
pared for the work ; but if otherwise^ then go 
thy ways, and, lo! I am with thee unto the 
end of the world* 

If this argument, drawn of necessity froni Towhicii 
the nature of the Christian spirit, be well fiSiThiwdf 
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sbut up m founded, then it will follow that amoifgst^those 
Smap^h who are full of the Spirit, he who bath a purse 
^ M*h^°"* is as he who hath none, and he who hath a serip 
b faithful, as he who hath none, and he who hath a field as 
he who hath none, and he who hath fi kingdmi^ 
as he who hath none. And it coufirmeth ii& the 
more in the soundness of the argument, that at 
the great outpouring of the Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost, this condition of things was realized 
among the disciples, who had all things in com- 
mon, and sold their possessions, and poured out 
their price at the Apostles' feet. It will like- 
wise follow, that a Missionary, in proportion 
as he is careful of these things, shows himself 
deficient in the supply of that Spirit, whose 
chosen vessel he preferreth himself to . be ; 
and that no age of the church which settetb 
store by these outward visible means is greatly 
enlightened of the Spirit, but hath need to seek 
for a more plentiful diffusion of his ghostly in- 
fluences. It will follow, moreover, from this 
fruitful proposition, that, though a Missionary 
in the first instance should go forth stocked 
like a trader, fitted out like a discoverer, 
accredited like a royal envoy, and three times 
armed with prudence like a hostile spy, when 
he Cometh into close communication with the 
Spirit of God and the spirit of the people, in 
order to be the mediator between these jiatural 
enemies, he will, if his mind be open to light, be 
taught the utter helplessness of all these helps, 
the utter useleseness of all these useful things, 
to that work in which he hath embarked : .that| 
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though they may commend him to the proud 
and worldly pait of the people, and gain for 
him a place in their regards as a man of some 
consequence and reputation, they are so far 
from bringing him into contact with their spi- 
ritual feelings, which alone he careth or ought 
to care for, that they set luni more remote 
from thence, and induce a mistake witluespect 
to his uneaithly purpose, which it will require 
him mnch time and labour to correct. And if he 
be a true man, and a man of spiritual disc em- 
inent, I think that a transmutation will speedily 
come upon the outward estate of this well- 
furnished Missionary- He will by degrees di- 
vest himself of all those things which withdraw 
the people from the word of his mouth, or 
hinder them from apprehending the simjilicity 
and sincerity of his spiritual purpose. He will 
adopt their dresses, follow their manner of life, 
eat with them and drink with them, and seek 
access to them at all their unguarded momentSj 
that he may be always at hand to drop his 
words seasonably into their ear, and manifest 
const an tly before their eye the influence of his 
faith over alt the conditions of man^ instead of 
merely addressing them now and then with set 
speeches and abstract discourses against the 
very time, form, and place of which, their 
minds are already in arms. And he will not 
scruple to take favours at their hand, if that 
will bring him into closer confidence of their 
souls, whitdi it doth far more frequently than 
otherwise; and if not, he will work to them 
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for his meat, teach them the arts of his country, 
do any thing that may bring him and keep him 
in close and frequent contact with their personal 
affections : and he will learn to be of uo coun- 
try^ that he may remove political hinderances 
out of the way^ and he will learn to carry no 
temptations about with him ; his wealth, which 
maketh him to be envied, and perhaps en- 
dangereth his Hfe^ he will cast into the first 
brook which he crosseth, or diligently hide it 
from the people (but how shall he hide it from 
his own heart!); his equipage of travel he 
will put aside ; and, like Bernard Gilpin^ the 
Reformer of the North, he will give his horse 
to the first poor family which hath need of one 
to earn their bread; and, like that most noble 
of parish priests, however full-handed the 
Missionary may set out on his expedition^ 
he will J if his mind be open to light, and 
his heart to love, return from his excursion, 
not only empty of all things, but beholden 
to the worthy men who had compassion upon 
liim by the way. So that, according to the 
argument, the spirit which prevaileth within 
the Missionary's breast, will never fail to 
bring him into that very condition of naked- 
ness and dependence, I should rather say, ful- 
ness of faith and spiritual plenty, which the 
Great Counsellor and Founder of the Mission- 
ary cause, in the plenitude of his wisdom, or- 
dained as the proper condition, not to end 
with^ but to set out with, in this faithful and 
spiritual adventure. 
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It is not that we attach any importance to the 
outward cotstume of a nus^oiiary, which atiioniay 
be assumed. Under the coarse frock of a friar 
lay oft more pride and cunning tlian beneath a 
cardinal's hat ; and the triple crown hath not 
covered more ambitious purposes than lay 
within the cowl of the Jesuit who exposed him- 
self to every blast of heaven. The pride of 
human nature may make uoble-minded men to 
dwell like Diogenes in a tub ; the disappoint- 
ments of the world may drive them like Timoii 
to the w^oods ; and racking remoi^se may send 
them unprovided pilgrims over untrodden de- 
serts, or attach them to the coarse fare and 
bare walls of a hermit's cell ; the forms of po- 
verty and meanness are endless, which the 
spirit of man may assume for its own particu- 
lar gratification, without any regard to the 
well-being of others, or the propagation of the 
kingdom of Christ ; and therefore no form is to 
be taken as a sure test of the true spirit of a 
Christian missionary. Neveithele^s^ as liatli 
been proved above, there is a form w^hich, 
beyond otiiers, is expressive of a heavenly 
miud and a disinterested mission^ that which 
Messiah chose for liimself when coming: intt* 
the world, and which he laid upon all who 
would travail with him for the redemption 
of the worid. It is not indispensable to the 
true Missionary spirit, but the true Missionary 
spirit dotli love it, and cannot without self-de- 
nial be brought to lay it aside ; it is not unequi- 
vocal to those without^ but it is least liable to 

H 
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be misinterpreted; it is not a capital crime 
a^^ainst the laws of the spiritual kingdom to lay 
it aside for an occasion^ as it is not a capi^ 
tal crime against our naval laws for a captain 
to lose his ship^ but as in the latter case so in 
the former, he ought to be put upon his trial, 
and make appear before the statutes of our 
king, that it was for the best interests of the 
kingdom that it ^^sls set aside. 
With such Such is the argument drawn froiti the neces- 
m^n the sal*y laws of spiritual influence ; and such are 
been l^r thi^ consequettces of the argument : but what 
byAeL^rffsaith the fact^ The fact saith this, that by 
men, so conditioned as these instinictions set 
fotth, God hath always wrought ^falargemeiit 
Joseph, or salvation to his spiritual kingdom. Joseph, 
by whom he saved the promised seed, and got 
for them the land of Goshen, was first stripped 
of every thing, father and mother, and brotherly 
love, made a bondsman, beleaguered with 
temptation, falsely accused and imprisoned, 
friendless and helpless in the dungeons of a fo- 
reign land. And when, the people being lost 
to the knowledge of God and the nobility of 
Moses. their calling, the orphan shepherd Moses was 
chosen for the great work of setting them free, 
and receiving the law from the mouth of the 
Lord, he argued three times his unfitness 
for the work first, from Pharoah's strong and 
high condition ; secondly, from the unbelief of 
Ihe people ; and, lastly, from his own meanness 
and want of eloquence. But the Lord gave 
him no appointments under heaven save his 
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shephercVs rod. Elijah, who was called on at Eiijih, 
another similar pass, when the people had with 
one accord fallen away under idolatry aiul ty- 
ranny, had not a honse or h morsel of meat or 
a friend within the bounds of Israel to give 
hittl shelter; yet the Lord by his hand slew all 
the priests of BaaU and overthrew their altars 
in the high places* And Elisha, on whom his nui^, 
mantle fell, and with it his perilous work, that 
same day he received his commission to go 
forth to the Lord's work, sacrificed his oxen, 
arid made the fire for the sacrifice out of the 
wood of his agricultural implemeuti, cuttinja; 
asunder all connexion with the worlds and de- 
stroying that which won his bread, devoting* 
the instruments of his wealth in thanksgiving 
to the Lord, who had called hhu to the work 
of a higher hwsbandry* And David, from David, 
feeding the sheep, by neither chariot nor horse- 
men, won favour in the sigjht of Ismelj and 
was advanced to the throne* And Esther, an Esther, 
orphan woman, saved the people of the Lord 
from utter ruin* And all the prophets were The pro- 
without reptitation or worldly condition, other- 
wise they had been unfit for their perilous 
work: Amos, from among the herdsmen of T<^- 
koah, Exekiel, from the captives by khe rivers 
of Cheban Daniel and the three Children from 
menial offices in the palace of an Eastern king* 
And whosoever else^ under \\\e former dis- 
pensation, was separated as a chosen vessel 
for containing the revelation^ and doing the 
work of the Lord, was cither ill-conditioned 

H a 
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by birth, evil-starred of fortune, or stripped 
naked by the world, made a Nazarite of, 
separated by the Lord unto himself, before 
he could be entered to the work of doiog 
great and lasting service to the interests of 
TheB»ptbt. righteousness. And John the Baptist, the fore- 
runner of Christ, who may be reckoned the 
great type of Missionaries, if Christ be the 
great type of Shepherds or Pastors (for the 
Missionary prepareth th^ way for the Pastor, 
as the Baptist did for Christ), was made a 
Nazarite from his mothers womb; that is, he 
was separated from strong drink, which repre- 
senteth all artificial stimulants of the spirit 
and luxuries of the body ; and a razor was not 
permitted to come upon his head, which meaneth 
that he was separated from all outward show 
and ornament ; and thus being hindered from 
regarding his own gratification and the world's 
^ye, he was come into a condition for receiving 
the inspirations of . the Spirit of God, which can- 
not enter into communion with sense and selfish- 
Tfw Loid ness, those two great idols of men. And Christ 
hinMcif, t^iHjself, though he was in the form of God, and 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, 
made himself of no reputation, and took- upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in .the 
likeness of man; and being found in fashion as a 
man, humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death', even the death of the cross. Where- 
fore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
giyen him a name above every name, that at the 
^ame of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
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JIT heaven and tlilnf^s in earth, and things nnder 
the earthy and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father, Thus making himself both a model and a 
history of every one who is to extend that king- 
dom which he founded, and labour in the salva- 
tion which he purcliased. And, finally, what the 
twelve and seventy were, and how they were 
fitted out for their work, we have spent the 
former head of this discourse in explaining. And 
what the people were who first received their 
messagej and in their several neighbourhoods 
propagated the kingdom, Paul hath told in the 
Corinthians, "Brethren, ye see your callings 
how that not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 
But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise, and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty, and base things 
^ of the world, and things which are despised » 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things that are," 

What more, then, is required to show that there 
ever must be, and ever hath been, a necessity 
for disjunction from the works of the %vorld in 
order to work the works of God» that the great 
heralds of heaven must take a stand above the 
eaith, in order to raise men above the earth ; 
that they must undervalue those things which 
they teach men to undervalue ? What are Mis- 
sionaries but the prophet's order enlarged from 
the confines of the land of Israel, to roam at large 
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over the world ? God's messengers to the natioM, 
tailing them their several burdens if they re- 
^nt not, and showing them salvation if they 
repent. Each a Jonah to the several quarters of 
the heathen world : not servants of this or that 
4^sBocjiation of men; but heralds of heaven, who 
dare not be under other orders than the orders 
of Christ It 18 a presumption hardly short of 
Papal, to command them. They are not Mis- 
sionaries when they are commanded. They are 
creatures of the power that commandeth them. 
Up, up, with the stature of this character: 
it is high as heaven : its head is above the clouds 
which hide the face of heaven from earth4>om 
men : its ear heareth the word of God conti- 
nually, and continually re-echoeth what it 
heareth to the nations. The Missionary is the 
hollow of that trump which resoundeth the 
voice of God. Let us reverence him, he is above 
us all, he is above the world, he is an ethereal 
JBeing, and careth not for the concerns of time. 
I wonder how any one can be so impious to- 
wards God, so cruel towards men, as to wish 
to obliterate one feature of his Celestial Cha- 
racter. Though none of those who at present 
respectably bear the honours of the name come 
near to it, still let it stand, that, being ever in 
tlteir eye, they may approach it more and 
more near. Though none of this generation can 
bear the palm of it away, some of our children 
may. And though none of our children should 
reach it nearer than their fathers, some of our 
€hUdren'« children may. Some favoured one 



Orat. lUO PKRPHTUif Y OF TH IS CONSTITUTION, 



103 



may be raised up of God, who, like aiiotlies 
Paul, may give it full and complete vitality. 
And when he shall arrive, rest assured that, Uk^ 
another Paul, he will couvert half the natiaq^. 
For well am I convinced that the GospeJ 
ivaiteth only for such spiritual men, in order 
to bur«t its present narrow bounds, and the 
Spirit waiteth only for th'ese necessary copdn 
tions to fill the inward soul of any rqan, ^nd 
make him a chosen vessel, a royal stately ship 
to sail in all sseas, and bear the treasure uuto all 
lauclii. I feel, tliat in pleading for the perpetuity 
of the Missionary form of manhood^ I am plead-^ 
ing the cause, not only of the unconverted 
nations, but the cause of divine power and 
truth, which is hindered from descending to 
tabernacle with mortals only by our low- 
though ted cares and worldly occupations- 
Mart ha j who was burdened with many things, 
is the genius of tlie human race; Mary, who 
ha4 chosen the one thing needful, is the genius 
of the Misiiionary hand, who, not out of the 
greatness of their griefs but the greatness of 
their love^ have become careless of all those 
things, save that good part which shall not be 
taken from them. 

Who is he that talks of change 1 The Mis- And it c^n^ 
sionary ordinance can never change, for the he«u*^"thi 
Missionary w ork doth never change. His w ork is J^^^^y i^it 
still to overthrow the prince of ilm worlds seated ^^^^^^^^ 

' the same. 

upon the beauty and pleasantness, upon the 
magnificence and glory of the visible creation, 
and to deliver the souls of men into the wor* 
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Ship of the invisible God. Kingdoms may 
undergo every vicissitude, and be found un- 
der every form of civil polity; nations may 
fexist in every degree of culture or barbarism ; 
they may be noble, high minded and proud ; 
sordid, base, and given over to gain and sensual 
indulgence; vain-glprious, pompous, and fond 
of a thousand spectacles ; they may be grovel- 
ling in superstition, sunk in ignorance, aban- 
doned to sloth and effeminacy, or fierce, fiery 
and uncontrolable ; but never will a kingdom or 
nation be found possessed of the knowledge of 
the true God, devoted to the faith and pursuit 
of spiritual objects, or living in the practice of* 
Christian precepts. The maxims, the spirit of 
the laws and policy, the motives and principles 
of private conduct,, the whole tenor of their 
society, and influence of their religion, have to 
be counteracted and overthrown in these times, 
as entirely as in the days of the Apostles. 
iTiere is no relaxation of the oppositions, 
there is no mitigation of the difficulties of 
the work, which never changeth. And the 
Gospel which the Missionary hath to preach, 
the kingdom which he hath to propagate, is 
still the same spiritual kingdom which flesh 
and blood cannot inherit, whose King hath 
no communion with Belial nor with Mammon, 
in whose sight iniquity cannot stand, and to 
whom the proud heart and the high look are 
an abomination. This Gospel, which hath 
toleration for no natural form of humanity 
however excellent, and condemneth every 
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livinf^ man, which begmneth in sorrow and 
repentance for the past, proceedeih by the 
faith and preference of thing j5 unseen, and is 
perfected in a thonsand acts of self-denial 
and self-discipHne, is not now more agreeable 
to the nations than it was when first revealed 
by our Lord and Saviour* And if the Gospel^ 
after two thousand years*, is still as nnaccomo- 
datiufj; to the world, and the world is still by na- 
ture as averse from its faith and discipline, how 
should the manner of its propagation be altered 
in any respect from what was laid down and 
followed at the first ? If the first Missionaries 
were made spiritual personages, in ortler to 
exhibit practically to the people that pre- 
ference and alUsiifficicncy of spiritual things 
which they preached ; if they were men of faith 
alone, in order to exhibit that principle which 
they sought to magnify over sight and sense, 
why should they not he so likewise in these 
times, in which the heathen are still as devoted 
to things seen and temporal, as they were in 
the days of Paul I Even supposing the present 
Missionaries had more divinity of nature than 
the Apostles, and that they could possess purse, 
scrip, and all other accommodations without 
being thereby unspi ritualized, how shall they 
hinder the evil interpretation of the heathens, 
who see them hired, paid, accommodated, be- 
friended, and in all outward tilings better con- 
ditioned than themselves ? They speak to us 
of faiHi, let thcui show us their own. They 
spe.ak to us of the providence of God, but 
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they ventured not hither without ©very seeu- 
rity. They tell us of Christ's disinterestedness 
to us, but what lessons give they us of tbp 
same'? And so forth through every jpartipqlqi? of 
their condition, Jby which Christ intended that 
th^y should evidence the doctrine which tlmy 
taught. I cannot understand, thereforoj in an^ 
way, how the condition of the Miesipnary woiic 
should be changed, when the work itself r©- 
niaineth the ^ame ; or how the instructiou whi^h 
Christ gave for the piopagaton of kingdpip 
should now be null and void, when ii js thp 
same kingdom that is to be propagated, and 
the ditficuitjes and impediments ai^e stiU the 
same, over the head of which its propagatiop 
is tp be effected, 
ithathajii* I admii*^ the steadiness with which t\\e 
lYiTbThid'^ ispiritugl people of this day have stopd oi}f. 

against the Ignorant clamour, that the h^atben 
^iVb^ks ^^^^ civilized before they can be Christian- 
head to the is^ed ; I admire, also, the faith which they have 
thetk^ shown in the power of God, to save men by the 
prea<^hing of the word, without any help df ihe 
art9 of government, or of civil life ; and the sim- 
plicity with which they devote themselves to 
the circulation of the scriptures, and the sending 
out pf Teachers and Preacjiers ; and they are 
never enough to be commended for standing 
alpof from the employment of force, and power? 
and civil policy; in all these respects, fulfilling 
the maxim of Christ, " my kingdom is not of 
th'iB world But there are a few things which 
Atiil savour of the spirit the world* 
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ifvhich must be put away by the diligent perusal 
and faithful eKeciition of this the Missionary 
charter; which, instead of arguing again&it or 
pulling down, they shonld regard as the ever*- 
lasting conditions of the Missionary work, 
within which men have only to come in order 
to lie ready for the high office, and ripe for 
scattering the everlasting seed amongst the na- 
tions. There hath been much searching of the 
scriptures for a platform of church-government, 
and every passage which can be forced into that 
application, has been strained to the utmost » in 
order that a jus dwhmm might be made out 
for episcopacy, presbytery, and independency 
in their turns* Sure I am that none, nor all of 
these put together, can make out sucli a divine 
right as the Missionary work hath in tliesie in- 
structions of our Lord ; and had there been hu- 
man interests concerned in the establishment 
of it, as human interests there are none, un- 
spiritual men would long ere this have used it 
for securing them ; but being the death of se- 
cnlarity, the essence of spiritual-mindedness, 
and the quintessence of self-den ialt I perceive 
that it hath every thing to contend with, scoHs, 
ridicule and worldly wisdom, and cannot be 
generally acceptable in times when th^ secu- 
lar and the spiritual have become strangely 
intermingled, and maxims current on the Ex- 
change, have become current in holy places^ 
•when the offices of the church have come to 
be valued by their emoluments^ and for their 
einoluments sought out, and as an emolument 
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discoursed of amongst the people. It is not liow 
the time to discourse of the pastoral office (I 
shall hereafter), but it were easy to show from 
the epistles of the Great Shepherd to the angels 
of the seven churches of Asia, that it is an 
office in its spirit, consenting with that view of 
the Missionary office which we labour to es- 
tablish, and widely dissenting from those views 
of it which are now current amongst both 
priests and people. But while those erroneous 
-views prevail of the pastoral office, which is 
under our eye at home, and from which we de- 
rive our notion of the Missionary, it will be 
in vain to think that the latter notion can be a 
correct one. Therefore, it is the more necessary, 
among the many sources of error to which we 
are exposed in making up our idea of the 
Missionary, to adhere to the divine platform 
contained in these vei-ses, and be governed by 
the jus divinum^ the divine authority of that 
unrepealed constitution. 
But if it be Therefore I say, let this type of the Mis- 
ihecwh, sionary stand, that he is a man without a 
^onwy will purse, without a scrip, without a change of 
raiment, without a staff, without the care of 
j^ejiighest, making friends, or keeping friends, without the 
manhood, •hope^r desire of worldly good, without the 
apprehension of worldly loss, without the care 
of life, without the fear of death ; of no rank, 
of no country, of no condition ; a man of one 
thought, the Gospel of Christ ; a man of one 
purpose, the Glory of God ; a fool, and content 
to be reckoned a fool, for Christ; a madnmn, 
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and content to be reckoned aniadman, for Christ. 
Let him be enthusiast, fanatic, babbler, or any 
other outlandish non-descript the world may 
choose to denominate him. But still let him 
be a non-descript, a man that cannot be classed 
under any of their categories, or defined by any 
of their convenient and conventional names. 
When they can call him pensioner, trader, house- 
holder, citizen ; man of substance, man of the 
world, man of science, man of learning, or even 
man of common sense, it is all over with his 
Missionary character. He may innocently have 
some of these forms of character, some of them 
he cannot innocently have; but they will be 
far subordinate, deep in the shade, covered and 
extinguished to the world's incurious gaze, by 
the strange incoherent and unaccountable cha- 
racter to which he surrendereth himself mainly. 
The world knoweth the Missionary not, be- 
cause it knew Messiah not. The nature of his 
life is hid with Christ in God ; he is not a man, 
but the spirit of a man ; he is a spirit that hath 
divested itself of all earthiness, save the cosn- 
tinent body, which it keepeth down and useth 
as its tabernacle, and its vehicle, and its me- 
chanical tool for speech and for action. 
. The standard is a high one, and suiteth not it is in 
an easy and prudential age, and we that are with the 
bred in peaceful places, may stumble at it, or* 
and some of our self-sufficient spirits may scofFJ**''!'!*!"* 
at it. But our fathers held it in reputation when 
they suffered the loss of all things, and counted 
them but as dung, that tl>ey might win Christ; 
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and the Missionaries who came to our fathers, 
were accustomed to it. And what is a Missionary 
who shrinketh at it] Can he stand the stake or 
the cross, who cannot bear hunger, thirst, and 
nakedness? Was any man a martyr who couid 
not be a hungered for Christ 1 What are purse, 
staff, scrip, raiment and friendship, but the 
help and sustenance of life, taking their value 
from the love we have of life? And if we are pre- 
pared to scuttle the ship, are we not prepared 
to sink the timbers, and cordage, and tackle of 
the ship? This unearthly dimension of the 
Missionary character is in such keeping with 
the rest of the Christian dispensation, adtocom- 
m^nd itself to our mind on that very account. 
Had it not been perfect in this its beau-^ideal, 
had it been accommodated to prudence and 
practice^ a plausible, reasonable, faiMooking 
speculation like that which it seems hasting to 
become, I for one would have said. This is not 
like a character of Christ's delineation; it 
wanteth the touch of the divine hand ; it hath 
not the supernatural air. It is of the earth, 
earthly : it is not of the heavens, heavenly : 
it is born of flesh, it consorteth with Mammon 
and hath fellowship withBelial. Idoubtwhether 
it be an original or not ; for here, in Christ's 
style, is a description of faith as the substarice 
of things hoped for ; and here is a cloud of wit* 
nesses, who by faith substantiated invisible 
things; and here is a description of the Christian 
life, as a walk by faith and not by sight ; and 
here is a description of charity so perfect as ti^ 



Orat. III.i PERPBtUITY OF THIS CONSTITUTION^. 

make the holiest man abhor himself; and here is 
a law which condemneth the justest men ; and 
here is a rule of chastity, and a rule for be- 
havinj^ to enemies, aiid a rule for alms-giving, 
and a thousand other schemes and rules of 
Christ ; nbt dtie of which is calculated in ac- 
commodation to man's imperfectiotls, but in 
accommodation to Gods perfections; not in 
measure with man's weakness, but in measure 
with the Spirit's power ; not for the strength of 
fallen nature, but for the sUfBcieney of the 
grace of God. And shall the individual traits 
of the Christiaft character be superhuraan> and 
the whole Christian not be superhuman ; shall 
the Christian be superhuman, and the Mis- 
sionaiy not be three times superhuman 

Stumble, therefore, who pleaseth, at the se-and,onaU 
verity of these institutions of the Missionary; I coumg^Ao 
glory in them. Tame them down who pleaseth ; "p^*^"^' 
I, while I live, will uphold their sublimity. 
Temporise with them who please, they do it 
at their proper risk. Let it be mine to love 
aiid reverence my Saviour's words. Nay, more- 
over, let them who please cool down the tem- 
per of the Missionary, and lower the mark of 
his high calling ; be it mine to rouse his spirit, 
and if duty hindered not, to rouse my own spirit 
to the height of the undertaking. When the 
Missionaries, the forlorn hope of our warfare, 
issue from the gate of our camp, let us cheer 
them with songs of ancient chivalry, with ex- 
amples of ancient victory ; let the daughter of 
Zion brace the heart of her warlike sons, with 
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her heaven-derived minstrelsy ; that they may 
go forth in the spirit of the mighty men of. old, 
and scale the steep which frowneth upon flesli 
and blood, and plant the good standard of the 
faith upon the loftiest battlement of the enemy's 
strongest hold, — which strong and lofty though 
it be, is not more strong than the stiength of 
our God, nor more lofty than the flights of 
our faith; — which strong and lofty though it 
be, is permitted thus high to rise and thus 
sternly to frown, only that it may prove 
the good temper of the warriors soul, and 
prove before the high witnesses of the con- 
test, how humanity in the weakest of Christ's 
servants, is stronger than death and the gravie, 
than earth and hell, and can triumph over them, 
and lead them captives, as did the great founder 
and everlasting captain of the Missionary work. 
Therefore, I say, let the lineament of perfec- 
tion stand flaming forth, because it is the fail- 
ing of human nature to rest satisfied with its 
attainments, and to come to a stand in its 
progress, through the might and multitude of 
surrounding objects. Unto feeble and faith- 
less man, there needeth always a voice like 
to that which was given unto Moses when 
the people pressed between the angry sword 
of Pharoah, and the raging sea stood still in 
sore dismay :-r-'^ Speak unto the children of 
Israel that they go forward." And of all men, 
the Missionary needeth this voice the most, be- 
cause his course is the roughest, and his ene- 
mies the most inveterate. As the Baptist came 
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in the desert, so he cometh in the moral wil- 
derness and spiritual desert of human life ; and 
though he be nothing but a voice, he crieth out, 
"Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight, let every valley be filled, and every 
mountain and hill be brought low, let the 
crooked be made straight, and the rough places 
be made smooth.*' Such a one shall have in his 
teeth a phalanx of opposition, and he hath 
need of a heart like a lion's heart, and of a wing 
like an eagle's wing, and there must be upon his 
banner. Forward, Forward ; and that he may 
never faint or fail, his banner should be this 
divine portrait of a perfect Missionary, this 
safe-conduct and assurance of ultimate success, 
to flame over the darkness of his path, like 
the pillar of fire which directed Israel in the 
watches of the night. 
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CONCLUSION — 

From the Missionary Doctrine. 

The doc- While 1 contend with all my might that the 
above, is in- portraiture of the Missionary given by Messiah, 
tended, ^^j^ instructions for the perilous voyage, 
should not be hijd from the sight and study 
of the Churchy but live in its few grand and 
simple lineaments, untouched by any mortal 
hand^ and unsoftened by the compromising 
taste of any age ; and that every one who locdcs 
to this, the highest preferment in the kingdom 
of Christ, should be qualified according to the 
Testament of our King, over which Testament 
the Church is the guardian to execute it faith- 
fully, not to enlarge or abridge it in one jot or 
tittle : I am far from intending, as the con- 
clusion of the whole matter, that no one shall 
make trial and experiment of this service until 
he feel the image of Messiah perfected in his 
soul, or that God will withhold his blessing 
from the rude beginnings and mistrustful set- 
Jl^^odi^^ tings-out, of this high and holy calling. As 
awaken men God doth know, and my conscience beareth 
to the work, ^itncss, it is not to discourage or repel any 
spirit which feels stirred to attempt the under- 
taking, but to encourage and attract all Christian 
spiiits by its ethereal excellence and transcen-^ 
dent glory^ that I would preserve the standard 
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perfection of this cliaracter unreduced and un- 
veiled before every eye. And if any one tliink 
that by the opposite course of reducing its lofty 
dimensions, or veiling its heavenly purity, he 
will recommend this or any other part of tlie 
Cliristian system to the worlds he doth err, no- 
thing knowing the end of Christianity, or the 
nature of the world. By doing so, he shall but bythesute- 
place the world on good terms with itself, and meVobi-* 
mislead still further its false estimation of its 
own wretched conditions, while he prostitutes 
the great boon of Heaven, which was given not 
to please the deluded world, but to redeem it 
out of its present self-satisfaction and self-com- 
placency. The world is to be undeceived with 
respect to all its ideas of greatness and good* 
ness, its heroism to be despoiled^ its virtues 
put to shame, its boast and glory mocked, by 
the new school of character and action, which 
the Gospel introduceth, in order to east all its 
conditions into the shade, and force them to 
confess that they are nothing. The divine sta- 
ture and heavenly maj^tyj the unstained pu^ 
rity and tender mercy, and the self- divested, 
self-devoted dismterestedness of the new man, 
created in the image of God, are intended 
to silence the empty boastfalncss of the old 
man J to call forth spiri tual faculties from their 
hiding places of ease and selfishness, and to 
ofter a wisdom and righteousness, an honour 
and glory of another kind than that whereof 
natm-e is ambitious, and wherewithal she is 
content. It is not by htdnlgmg nature, there- 

I 2 



poR MISSIONARIES AFTER THE APOSTOU SCHOOL. 

fore, in her false judgments and depraved tastes, 
but by 7'ebukifig Ixer^ by exhibiting ideas and 
forms of higher things, tliat she is to be led on- 
ward to perfection- Her own selt-love will draw 
the standard down, without any help on your 
part, and in spite of all yorn* endeavours the 
other way- Your office, therefore, is to pro- 
pound to her no second edition of the things 
revealed from heaven for her regeneration, but 
the very things, if you would humble her^beat her 
out of her proud refuges, prostrate her in sorrow 
and repentance, and bring her to be an earnest 
suitor for the sufficient grace and perfect strength 
of God. And he who shrinks from the perusal of 
these new forms of character, because they are 
too high for him, and camiot be entered into 
at one attempt, and would therefore have them 
lowered, doth err no less, than he doth, who, to 
serve his error, would bring them down to his low 
Ih^^^e faithless timidity. For it is wholly to 

eye^ Either misstatc thc uaturc of this holy operation, to 
workTA'is- imagine that it is finished at one Jiat as creation 
was at first, and that the child of God startcth 
at once into being and perfect manhood- We 
grow in grace as we grow in nature, from the 
new birth;, through the helplessness of babes, 
the weakness of childhood, the instability of 
youth, to the matm^ty of perfect men in Christ* 
And it is by exercise we grow, for the grace of 
God is a vital principle which begettetli life and 
action » By this new hfe and action of the soul's 
faculties, we do both discern the jiresence of 
that grace which we have received, and our need 
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of more, which we receive in due time after we 
have proved ourselves faithful over the few 
things already committed to our trust. And 
so we go on from grace to graee^ and from 
strength to strength^ by diligently occupying 
that which we have^ and fulfilling those duties 
which are meet to our present infirmity. Tliere- not a one 
fore, the perfections of holiness presented in graduai^pro- 
Scripture^ and the sublimities of character ex^ ^^^^^ 
emplified by Christy ought to be constantly kept 
full in our view^ that we may know what the 
Lord our God requireth of us^ and how far we 
come short of his glory; whence are fed the 
fountains of our penitence and humility^ at 
whicli prayer refresheth her too feeble voice, 
and the Lord hearing her refreshed voice, sup- 
plieth all our wants in due season, out of his 
inexhaustible fulness. And thus, as in a circle, 
from the idea of perfection, to the consciousness 
of weakness, and from the consciousness of 
weakness J to the increase of strength, and from 
the increase of strength, to the increase of per- 
formance, and from the increase of perform- 
ance, to the idea of still higher perfection, we 
approach more and more near to that purity of 
holiness and subliaiity of chamcter, without the 
knowledge and perusal of which we should not 
have known our deficiency, and not knowing 
our deficiency, not have besought for higher 
aid, and not beseeching the aid of Heaven, 
should not have received the grace which is 
sufficient for us, and the strength which is per- 
fected in weakness. 
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If there be If such be the progression of the Christian 
mOTe^ub- graces, it is most manifest that whosoever can 
cSerwi in ^^^over a true Christian idea from the corrupt- 
^vcnSove hand and compromising spirit of his age, 
\t^h(^d be' and give it to the world in its original form and 
with thank- beauty, doth serve the best interests of his age, 
ftiiness j though hc may somcwhat trouble its present 
self-sufficiency. For though he do rebuke the 
imperfect measures with which the over-easy 
times are satisfied, aiid turn against himself 
the zeal which he disturbeth in its well-meant 
but ill-informed courses, he doth open to all 
candid and truth-loving spirits a higher region, 
to which they may cast their longings, and 
for the occupation of which they may weiary 
Heaven with their humble prayers. And if any 
one, in the couch of his contentment, should 
feel himself rebuked of listless self-satisfied 
ease, he ought, while he plucketh up his pil- 
grim's staflF, and manfiilly addresseth himself 
to another stage of his progress, give thanks 
unto God, who sent a messenger to rouse his 
spirit afresh, and show him the way to new 
enjoyments and new entertainments of his spi- 
ritual life. 

r^offence"" therefore, in the idea of the Missionary, 
which we have sketched in the first of these 
Orations, and which in the two latter we have 
sought to fix and make lasting by many fiery 
ordeals, there be any thing more enlarged and 
elevated than that which at present prevail- 
eth in the Church ; the use to which it should 
be put, after it hath been first tried by non-con- 
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forming truth, is to rouse the spirit of Mis- 
sionaries to stiil higher aims, to whet the pre^ 
sent zeal of the Chureh to a still finer edge, and 
to set on fire whatever is noble and generous 
and devoted in the breasts of godly men. It 
were totally to misuse the truth, and to misun^ 
dersfoind the whole economy of grace, for any 
one to take offence at the height and purity of 
the character delineated above, or to withdra^v 
his shoulder from the Missionary work^ be- 
cause the work turneth out to be a more stiff- 
necked work than he had at first conceived. 
For, as it is the perfect purity of the law which 
slays our self-sufficiency^ arouseth our dor- 
mancy, and, like a good schoolmaster, force th 
our childish reluctancy to betake itself to Christ 
for help ; so is it the nobleness of the Missionary 
character, its independence of all natural mcans^ 
and indifference to all human patronage, its care- 
lessness of all earthly rewards, and contempt 
of the arithmetic of visible and temporal things^ 
which force the man who would essay itj to pass 
out of those resources human nature fostereth 
within herself, and have his refuge and depen- 
dence upon the Spirit of God, for sustenance, for 
patronage, for reward, andforarule of procedure. 
And after all he can do in this kind, it will still 
be the complaint of every good and faithftil Mis- 
sionary, that he Iiath not been able to eradicate 
self-confidence, that root of bitterness w^hieh 
poisons spiritual health, and brings on a prostra- 
tion of spiritual strength. So that these depriva- 
tions of t'hrist, are but incumbrances kindly re- 
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moved, weights east away, and besetting sins 
(sins that beset every man) warned away from 
the Missionary, in consideration of the arduous 
race which he hath undertaken to run. 
but sought Seeing, then,, that every Christian grace huiix 
dud its slenderest beginnings, as well as its ultimate 
tempts; attainments, it is to be inferred that the Mis- 
sionary is not perfected without use, nor by one 
effort of faith carried to so great a height above 
sublunary things. We are told of the mighty 
Nazarite, under the former dispensation, that 
" the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at 
times in the camp of Dan, between Zorah and 
Ashtaol." So when the Spirit of the Lord be- 
gins to move the Gospel-Nazarite, though it be 
in his native village, his native town, or his fa- 
ther's house, let him obey its movements, and 
pot quench them, but foUow onwards at their 
bidding. And even in this, the infancy of his 
calliug, he will find it needful to renounce the 
approbation of the world, perhaps the affection 
of his friends, certmnly his own ease and natural 
pleasure, with many other things dearer to life 
than a meal of meat or a change of raiment. 
And as he obeys the divine voice which 
speaks within his soul for the salvation of men, 
and encounters the strokes of their undisceming 
blindness to that which is spiritual, he will ex- 
perience, so much support of the Spirit, such in- 
ward joy and satisfaction, that his faith will 
gather courage, and spread its wings abroad, 
beyond the confines of his father's house, his 
native village, or his native town.. He will grow 
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80 fuU of faith, aBd contemplative of things un* 
seen, as to forget his trust in sight, and depen- 
dence upon the things that are* Inward assur- 
ances of God's direction will beeorae so strong, 
the monitions of his Spirit so audible, the com- 
mands of Christ to go forth unto all nations so 
imprinted in fire upon his heart, and invocations 
from the perishing souls of the Heathen will wax 
so loud and frequent in his ear, and his whole 
inward man become so restless and aroused, that 
he will have no peace till he arise and go forth. 
Tliis strength of faith hath a beginning in the 
soul like the grains of a mustard seed, which 
being crushed or neglected in the embryo, will 
never grow to the largest tree, of the forest, in 
whose branches the birds of the air build their 
nests, and under whose boughs the beasts of the 
field have their habitations* The word of God 
at first is a spark, then it is a burning coal, at 
length it is a consuming fire within the hearts 
of his servants, and they are w^eary of forbearing, 
and they cannot stay nor hold their peace ; they 
must speak or they must die^ and though tliey 
should die they will speak ; then have they no 
rest, but hasten over land and over sea, over 
rocks and trackless deserts ; they cry aloud 
and spare not, and will not be hindered ; in the 
prisons they lift up their voices, and in the tem- 
pests of the ocean they arc not silent i before 
awful councils and throned kings, they witness 
in behalf of the truth; nothing will quench 
their voice but death, and in the article of death, 
ere yet tlie spiry flame and rolling smoke have 
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suflfocated the organs of the soul, they speak, 
they pray, they testiiy, they confess, they be- 
seech, they warn, and at length they bless the 
cruel people. But to arrive at this supremacy 
of human nature, the perfection of the Mission- 
ary, that most perfect form of manhood, many 
degrees must be passed through and much dis- 
cipline endured. These high graces are of 
gradual progress, not attained without hard 
and patient trials, which are to be had in the 
Missionary field, not out of it. Therefore it is 
expedient, for the very attainment of perfec- 
tion, that the Missionary should make proof of 
what faith and spiritual strength he is al- 
ready possessed, in order that, being found 
worthy, he may have an increase of talents 
from the Master of the House. To take the 
spolia opima of the war, he must be inured to 
every adventure and address in arms. And, 
therefore, with what zeal I discover and set 
forth the form of the high calling, and urge the 
souls of Missionaries to read it, with that zeal 
also I urge them to every step by which it is to 
be reached, looking not at what is behind, as if 
they had already attained or were already per- 
fect, but looking to the things which are still 
before, and pressing onward to the mark, 
which God And whether the blessing of God will be 
with vouchsafed to the lower degrees of this majestic 
proportion- character, no one can doubt who knoweth any 
thing of his revelation?, which are not for the 
perfect, but that we may grow up to the stature 
of the perfect. He blesseth the humblest effort 
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to advance : he rewardeth the smallest measure 
of attainment. The very thought and imagina- 
tion of good he blesflieth with an inward satisfac- 
tion of the soul. Nay, even sorrow and peni- 
tence for evil committed, and the relaxation of 
wickedness before any contrary movement hath 
befen made, he regardeth with approbation, and 
rewardeth with a certain dawn of hope and 
foretaste of peace. And of all his revelations 
this is the spirit : that he is the origin, the pro- 
moter, and the strength of every good thought 
within our breast, and of every good cause 
which hath an existence in the world, or is yet 
to be brought into being. Therefore, at home 
or abroad, whoever out of a pure heart seeketh 
to promote the Gospel of Christ, which is the 
world's redemption and salvation, may rely upon 
a blessing; and the. more pure his intention^ 
the more will it be approved of God ; and the 
more spiritual his means and instruments, the 
more speed will he come ; and when his whole 
heart, strength, soul, and mind, are brought over 
from resting upon the visible, to rest upon the 
invisible helps, then liis horn shall be exalted, 
and the full measure of the Lord's blessing 
poured out upon his handy-work. 

Though God hath appointed to the minister as he doth 
at the altar, no more provision than that he shall jowi Xe. 
live by the altar at which he ministers, he re- 
fuseth not to bless the pious labours of the 
bishop who OAvneth a palace, and is dignified 
with the title of lord. Though he hath inter- 
dicted his disciples from dignities, he doth not 
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therefore blight or wither the pious labours of 
the archbishop who hath precedency of all dig- 
nitaries except those of the royal blood. Never- 
theless^ his ordinance of the pastoral office 
standeth sure ; and in proportion as it is de- 
Kvered out of these unfavourable conditions of 
rank and riches, prospereth the more. So with 
the Missionary. The good Missionary may 
take his own wisdom for his guide, and fiimish 
himself with all natural resources, and depend 
upon the patronage of man, rejecting those eter- 
nal instructions by which he ought to be guided, 
and God will not fail to bless him according to 
the measure of his faith and zeal. Nevertheless, 
be it known unto him, that he cannot have the 
full horn of his blessing, until he show more 
dutifulness, and trust in his Father ; more re- 
semblance to Messiah, his great ensample. It 
is well that he hath gone out to the battle, but 
it is not well that he hath gone out armed not 
according to the nature of the service. It is 
well that he hath arrayed himself upon the right 
side, yet not well that he hath so many open 
rivets in his armour. He hath done well to land 
upon the shores of the enemy, for the emanci- 
pation of which he is to contend, but it is cow- 
ardly that he hath all things so well prepared 
for retreat. He should have burnt his ships and 
cast the scabbard of his sword away, and trusted 
in the goodness of his cause, his leader's good 
conduct, sufficient wisdom, and all-conquering 
power. 

Therefore, it is not to be inferred that these 
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mstnictions preclude any one from going in tlie The use 
way or manner he pleaseth j they do but inform 
all which is the right way and manner : neither ^o!ad make 
is it to be inferred that because God hath blessed '^^'^^^ 

trine, 

with partial success other ways of going forth, 
that tliey are therefore sanctioned as of equal 
i^uthority with this which is written in his word. 

think the lame and partial success which hath 
attended modern Missions in the way of conver- 
ion, compared with those of former times^ should 
have humbled us to revise the principles upon 
which we have proceeded, and see whether there 
be not a large mucture of human wisdom and 
creature-trust in our measures. But it is not 
yet time to enter into the proper office and duty 
of a Missionary Society, which is surely not in- 
fallible, but liable to be canvassed, judged^ and, 
if need be, censured and rebuked by Christian 
judgments- This will come in a more advanced 
part of our discourse; and the subject which 
should now come to our hand is to justify 
and recommend the practice of this Missionary 
Constitutioo^ which we have drawn from the 
words of Messiah, and defended from the at- 
tempts of temporizing men to annul it, and so 
deprive the Church of what may be termed the 
principles of her foreign policy. 

When I shall come to justify the wisdom and T^^^ "^J*^" 
commend the practice of this self^denying Mis- 
sionary ordinance, I will not stoop so low from ^e.** 
the high dignity of the subject^ as to notice the 
sneers and sarcasms and disappointed speeches 
with which the seusual man^ and those spiritual 
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men in whom the sensual man still struggled 
for the ascendency, will assail the principle, of 
no scrip, no provisions, no accommodations for 
the journey, no stately dq)utations to the au<- 
thorities of the place, no travelling charges, Bor 
any of all the other &t and convenient; things^ 
which are now held almost as indispensable to 
the carrying on of a religious work, as heretO'- 
fore they were to a county canvass, a judicial 
assize, or a parliamentary commission to in^ 
spect the condition of the realm. Those who 
Imve accustomed tiiiemselves to carpet war£ure^ 
cannot like the conflict of naked steel ; tili(»e 
who have rejoiced in the countenance of a 
wealthy or a noble man, as in the face <^ hea- 
ven, must needs siidc to the centre, when they 
are told to go forth where every &t and fair 
countenance is set against them \ik<i a flint. 
With such objectors I will have nothing to do, 
until they learn out of the Scriptuires whence tiie 
strength of Israel cemetb, and with what lurma 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah doth triumph over 
his foes. They need to leam what are the first 
principles of that kingdom, concerning the hig^ 
offices of which the present discourse is held ;* 
and they must be given into tlie hands <rf some 
wardens of the outports, to be a little instructed 
in the vulgar language and household customs of 
the holy land, before they can be a^itted to spe* 
culate on these its high and noble commissions, 
<rf which their jokes and sarcasms do only betxay 
Theobjec- their gross and blinded ignorance. But, on 
deserve an fh^ other hand^ every objection and d[H;d>twjiich 
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presents itself in a serious frame of truth, and 
breathes the brotherly spirit which is proper to 
the diseiples of Christ, I promise to do my en- 
deavour to remove out of tlie way, that I may 
carry the greater consent of my hearers along 
with me to the question^ How this Constitution 
will answer in practice. And for the purpose 
of hearing all that can be said against Messiah*s 
institute, and all tliat can be said in favour of 
the innovations which have usur^x^d its place, 
1 delay at present going into the other parts of 
this discourse, content that I liave laid before 
the Church what seemeth to me the sound doc* 
trine concerning the Missionary question. 

Perhaps some one^ able to defend it, may in Theimport- 
the mean time rise up, certainly many will rise 
up to impugn it; and though I should have to 
imdertake the work alone, I will^ by the grace 
of God, most certainly undertake to justify in 
practice what I have delineated in idea ; being 
convinced that, if, as Milton hath said, for the 
loss of single truths whole nations have tared 
the worse, for the loss of these few verses of 
the Gospel, the whole Heathen world hath forcd 
and will surely fare the worse, and the day of 
their salvation be far, far off postponed, And not 
the llcathen world suffer alone, but the Church 
of Christ amongst om^selves, to whose wounds 
this Missionary Constitution, if adopted, would 
afford a healing baliiip For being set up as 
sufficient, and upheld as bindiug, tiie Mission- 
aries, from wliatever sect proceeding, would 
tend to unity of spirit, and recognise each 
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other as brethren, and bring back witli them 
the happy oblivion of those uneharitable divi- 
sions, which are fatal to the coaimunion of the 
body of Christy and destructive to its vigorous 
exertions and great success at home- As it hath 
come to pass in science, that Astronomy, which is 
conversant with the distant spheres, did bring to 
the earth the knowledge of geography, and ex- 
tend navigation and commerce, which are the 
best guardians of community and peace among 
the divided nations ; so might it come to pass, 
that the Missionaries who are conversant with 
distant regions, if chosen by one principle and 
* made obedient to one walk and conversationi 
might return home and become the mediators 
of our discords^ and teach the body of the 
Church to know its own constitution, which is 
charity; and the condition of its welfare and 
prosperity, which is communion. 
andUsio- The argument for the perpetuity and un- 
mitmetit to changeableness of the Missionary Constitution 
^LVt^of the concluded, and resteth upon these main 
pillars of truth, the instructions of our Lord to 
the first Missionaries, four times recorded in the 
Evangelists, unrepealed, unsupplemented, un- 
abridged ; the obedience thereto of all the Apos- 
tles and first ministers of the Gospel, whose 
record is in the Scriptures (their deviations, 
when they do deviate, being always by excess, 
and never by defect, of our Lord's injunctions) ; 
the necessary law of the Spirit's operation ; the 
constant condition of God*s chosen Messengers 
from the time of the patriarchs; the constant 
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ind uBchanglng form of tlie work wliicli they 
lavc to do in converting tlie nations ; and the 
^rfect keeping which there is between the form 
)f the Missionary as given by out Lord, and the 
)ther parts of the Christian institution, I am 
aware how this position is to be assailed by those 
who have built up a system of administration on 
which they have set their heart to call it perfect 
and infallible, and which I charge as exceed- 
ingly imperfect^ destined to much improvc- 
mentj and with its improvement^ destined to 
much greater simplicity and larger success : 
And I am alive to the inveteracy of hatred, and 
the injustice of argument^ with which this posi- 
tion will be treated ; and conceive it right to put 
the Christian Chm^ch upon their guards that they 
sell not this question, in which the present and 
future generations o£ the world are concerned, 
to the highest names upon a subscription listj 
or discern it by the ostracism of the people^ 
or jield it to the voice of a hireling and secta- 
rian press: which comts are not competent to 
the issue. I solemnly charge the Churchy by 
my authority of a Minister ordained to keep and 
watch over the verities of the Holy Gospel, that 
they determine the issue that will be joined 
between lis by a trial of these six counts: 
1st, Wliether Christ's instructions were for 
that first journey, or for all the journeys of 
his Missionaries. 2d, Whether the Apostles 
walked in them or not i and if they deviated, 
whether they deviated m the spirit or fmn 
the spirit of these instnictions* 3d, Whether 
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the Holy Ghost, in proportion as he pos- 
sesseth tlie spirit of a man, doth not lift him 
out of worldly dependence into an assured faith 
upon the providence and promises of God. 
4th, Whether God's preachers and prophets 
and Missionaries^ by whom he extended and re- 
deemed his Church, from the time it was the 
single family of Jacob down to the time that the 
Lion of the tnbe of Judah came, were not strip , 
ped bare of earthly refuges and reliances before 
being employed^ or brought to that condi- 
tion, before being prospered in their work. 5tb, 
Whether the obstacles to the spiritual kingdom^ 
which God heretofore chose things that arc mt 
to bring to nought, be not still the same, and by 
the same means to be overcome- 6th > Whether 
this idea and outward form of the Missionary, 
contained ia Messiah's insti actions, be not con- 
sistent and in keeping with the idea of a pastor, 
with the idea of a private Christian^ and every 
other idea which is revealed by Christ for the 
redeeming and perfecting of the fallen condition 
of humanity. Upon these six counts I will risk 
the issue and stand by the award of the qnestion, 
Whether Messiah's Constitution was intended 
for an unchangeable Constitution in the Churchy 
or is to be patched and mended, helped and re- 
paired, and accommodated by wiser heads to 
the changing condition of the world. Whether, 
in this great work, the Catholic Church is to act 
upon a common principle and be guided by a 
common law, or each sect of it to adopt a prin- 
ciple which may seem to it the most expedient. 
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and follow a rule which may appear to it the 
most wise. Whether the Churches, which they 
may be honoured to plant, are to have the cha* 
racter of the order that planteth them, like the 
Jesuit settlements of Paraguay ; or to have the 
character of the primitive Churches, which were 
of one heart and mind, because the Apostles 
were obedient to the instructions of one com- 
mon Lord. Whether, in fine, we are to open in 
the hearts of our Missionaries inlets to every 
spirit of h)rpocrisy, avarice, and ambition, and 
close as many inlets to the spirit of truth, 
quenching by our prudences and policies the 
one everlasting Spirit of God, and giving vent 
to as many spirits, crusading, Jesuitical, com- 
mercial, or political, as there are diverse ages in 
the Church, which are not, like the ages of the 
world, fourfold, — of gold, of silver, of brass, of 
iron, — but manifold, according to the degree of 
impurity and incompleteness in the doctrine 
which is preached, and the degree of laxness or 
lordliness in the discipline which is administered 
in the Churches. 
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